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Two celebrated writers challenged by the color line

"In this fascinating and insightful book, Anna Lillios deepens our understanding of the complexity of the
friendship between two of America's most beloved Southern female writers."--Virginia L. Moylan, author of
Zora Neale Hurston's Final Decade

 

One of the twentieth century's most intriguing and complicated literary friendships was that between Zora
Neale Hurston and Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. In death, their reputations have reversed, but in the early
1940s Rawlings had already achieved wild success with her best-selling and Pulitzer Prize-winning novel,
The Yearling, while Hurston had published Their Eyes Were Watching God to unfavorable critical reviews.

When they met, both were at the height of their literary powers. Hurston appears to have sought out
Rawlings as a writer who could understand her talent and as a potential patron and champion. Rawlings did
become an advocate for Hurston, and by all accounts a warm friendship developed between the two. Yet at
every turn, Rawlings's own racism and the societal norms of the Jim Crow South loomed on the horizon,
until her friendship with Hurston transformed Rawlings's views on the subject and made her an advocate for
racial equality.

Anna Lillios's Crossing the Creek is the first book to examine the productive and complex relationship
between these two major figures. Is there truth to the story that Hurston offered to work as Rawlings's maid?
Why did Rawlings host a tea for Hurston in St. Augustine? In what ways did each write the friendship into
their novels? Using interviews with individuals who knew both women, as well as incisive readings of
surviving letters, Lillios examines these questions and many others in this remarkable book.
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From reader reviews:

Genoveva Johnson:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Crossing the Creek: The Literary Friendship of Zora
Neale Hurston and Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a book Crossing the Creek: The Literary Friendship of Zora
Neale Hurston and Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Joni Harris:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Crossing the Creek: The
Literary Friendship of Zora Neale Hurston and Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings book as starter and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kerry Maye:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Crossing the Creek: The Literary
Friendship of Zora Neale Hurston and Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Nancy Royals:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
publication. The book Crossing the Creek: The Literary Friendship of Zora Neale Hurston and Marjorie
Kinnan Rawlings it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy



the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book features high quality.
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