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When Mr. Hiram B. Otis, the American Minister, bought Canterville Chase, everyone told him he was doing
avery foolish thing, as there was no doubt at al that the place was haunted. Indeed, Lord Canterville
himself, who was a man of the most punctilious honor, had felt it his duty to mention the fact to Mr. Otis
when they came to discuss terms. “We have not cared to live in the place ourselves,” said Lord Canterville,
“since my grand-aunt, the Dowager Duchess of Bolton, was frightened into afit, from which she never really
recovered, by two skeleton hands being placed on her shoulders as she was dressing for dinner, and | feel
bound to tell you, Mr. Otis, that the ghost has been seen by several living members of my family, aswell as
by the rector of the parish, the Rev. Augustus Dampier, who is a Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. After
the unfortunate accident to the Duchess, none of our younger servants would stay with us, and Lady
Canterville often got very little sleep at night, in consequence of the mysterious noises that came from the
corridor and the library.” “My Lord,” answered the Minister, “I will take the furniture and the ghost at a
valuation. | have come from a modern country, where we have everything that money can buy; and with all
our spry young fellows painting the Old World red, and carrying off your best actors and prima-donnas, |
reckon that if there were such athing as a ghost in Europe, we'd have it at home in avery short time in one of
our public museums, or on the road as a show.” “I fear that the ghost exists,” said Lord Canterville, smiling,
“though it may have resisted the overtures of your enterprising impresarios. It has been well known for three
centuries, since 1584 in fact, and always makes its appearance before the death of any member of our
family.” “Well, so does the family doctor for that matter, Lord Canterville. But there is no such thing, sir, as
aghost, and | guess the laws of Nature are not going to be suspended for the British aristocracy.” “You are
certainly very natural in America,” answered Lord Canterville, who did not quite understand Mr. Otis's last
observation, “and if you don't mind aghost in the house, it is all right. Only you must remember | warned
you.” A few weeks after this, the purchase was concluded, and at the close of the season the Minister and his
family went down to Canterville Chase. Mrs. Otis, who, as Miss Lucretia R. Tappan, of West 53d Street, had
been a celebrated New Y ork belle, was now a very handsome, middle-aged woman, with fine eyes, and a
superb profile. Many American ladies on leaving their native land adopt an appearance of chronic ill-health,
under the impression that it is aform of European refinement, but Mrs. Otis had never fallen into this error.
She had a magnificent constitution, and areally wonderful amount of animal spirits. Indeed, in many
respects, she was quite English, and was an excellent example of the fact that we have really everythingin
common with America nowadays, except, of course, language. Her eldest son, christened Washington by his
parents in amoment of patriotism, which he never ceased to regret, was afair-haired, rather good-looking
young man, who had qualified himself for American diplomacy by leading the German at the Newport
Casino for three successive seasons, and even in London was well known as an excellent dancer. Gardenias
and the peerage were his only weaknesses. Otherwise he was extremely sensible. Miss VirginiaE. Otiswasa
little girl of fifteen, lithe and lovely as afawn, and with afine freedom in her large blue eyes. Shewas a
wonderful Amazon, and had once raced old Lord Bilton on her pony twice round the park, winning by a
length and a half, just in front of the Achilles statue, to the huge delight of the young Duke of Cheshire, who
proposed for her on the spot, and was sent back to Eton that very night by his guardians, in floods of tears.
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From reader reviews:
William Rocha;

The feeling that you get from Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny Taleswill be the more
deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny
Tales giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
specific Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny Talesinstantly.

Colton Fierros:

Precisely why? Because this Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny Talesis an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you alot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking way. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | had been you | will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Jocelyn Har per:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. It isidentified as of
book Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny Tales. Y ou can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination
for aother place.

Matthew Haley:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled
update of news. On this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny Tales when you required it?
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