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Arguing for the importance of the aural dimension of history, Mark M. Smith contends that to understand
what it meant to be northern or southern, slave or free--to understand sectionalism and the attitudes toward
modernity that led to the Civil War--we must consider how antebellum Americans comprehended the sounds
and silences they heard.

Smith explores how northerners and southerners perceived the sounds associated with antebellum
developments including the market revolution, industrialization, westward expansion, and abolitionism. In
northern modernization, southern slaveholders heard the noise of the mob, the din of industrialism, and
threats to what they considered their quiet, orderly way of life; in southern slavery, northern abolitionists and
capitalists heard the screams of enslaved labor, the silence of oppression, and signals of premodernity that
threatened their vision of the American future. Sectional consciousness was profoundly influenced by the
sounds people attributed to their regions. And as sectionalism hardened into fierce antagonism, it propelled
the nation toward its most earsplitting conflict, the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Kermit Diaz:

This book untitled Listening to Nineteenth-Century America to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Irma Huges:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is actually
Listening to Nineteenth-Century America.

Craig Nazario:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Listening to Nineteenth-Century America as
well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Listening to
Nineteenth-Century America to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Gail Blakely:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled
update of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Listening to Nineteenth-Century America when you necessary it?
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