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“Revelatory . . . one of the most briskly revealing pieces of jazz biography that I’ve read.” —Richard
Brody, The New Yorker
 
When Billie Holiday first stepped into a recording studio in November 1933, it marked the beginning of
what is arguably the most remarkable and influential career in twentieth-century popular music. Her voice
weathered countless shifts in popular taste, and today new reincarnations of her continue to arrive, most
recently in the form of singers like Amy Winehouse and Adele.
 
Most of the writing on Holiday has focused on the tragic details of her life—her prostitution at the age of
fourteen, her heroin addiction and alcoholism, her series of abusive relationships—or tried to correct the
many fabrications of her autobiography. But Billie Holiday strips away the myths and puts her music front
and center, staying close to her artistry, her performance style, and the self she created and put on record and
onstage.
 
Drawing on a vast amount of new material that has surfaced in the last decade, critically acclaimed jazz
writer and musician John Szwed presents not just a biography, but a meditation on Billie Holiday’s art and
its relation to her life. Along the way, he illuminates her influences, her uncanny voice and rhythmic genius,
her signature songs—including Strange Fruit and God Bless the Child—and her enduring legacy as the
greatest jazz singer of all time.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Benavidez:

This Billie Holiday: The Musician and the Myth book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This Billie Holiday: The Musician and the Myth without we recognize teach the one who studying it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Billie Holiday: The Musician and the Myth can bring
whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Billie Holiday: The Musician and the Myth having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mark Malek:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Billie Holiday: The Musician and the Myth as the daily resource
information.

Evelyn Montgomery:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Billie Holiday: The Musician and the
Myth which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Vicki Escalante:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually Billie Holiday: The Musician and the Myth. This book that
is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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