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Having been awarded the Medal of Honor for combat on Guadalcanal, U.S. Marine Gunnery Sergeant John
Basilone was the first nationally recognized hero of World War II. The epic October 25 to 26, 1942, battle
for Guadalcanal in which Basilone was the central figure was the initial turning point in the South West
Pacific island's campaign. Indeed, the battle for Guadalcanal was the first to bring organized U.S. land forces
to bear against the Japanese in order to initiate decisive American presence in that area.

At the age of twenty-nine, Basilone was considered one of the ''Old Breed,'' having served in the U.S. Army
in the Philippines before the war. A U.S. postal stamp bears Sergeant Basilone's photo.

Sergeant Basilone, during his consequent posting at Camp Pendleton, California, found his true love in dark-
haired Lena Riggi, herself a Marine mess sergeant. The couple married in July of 1944. But John was to tell
Lena, only a few months later, that he had to leave her to be with his men. He was next posted at Hilo,
Hawaii, where continued training ensued. From Hilo John wrote letters to Lena, reassuring her that he would
return to her. Then it was time for them to leave, not knowing where they were headed in their position
among the greatest convoy to take to the sea. For the first time, excerpts from John s letters to Lena during
ship transport to Iwo Jima are presented to the reader.

On February 19, 1945, Sergeant Basilone landed on Iwo Jima in the third wave and immediately went
forward into those young Marines who had landed with the first and second waves. They were lying prone,
having been pinned down on the beach by enemy fire. Sergeant Basilone bravely walked among them.
Ignoring enemy mortar and machinegun fire, he prodded them forward, to ''get the hell off the beach.'' With
one of the platoons he had trained, Basilone took out an artillery bunker that had been raining heavy fire
down on the beach. He then guided a tank to safety as he returned to his platoon with Marine reinforcements.
It was during this movement that Sergeant Basilone was killed by Japanese mortar fire. He was awarded the
Navy Cross posthumously.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Manuel:

The book Manila John: The Life and Combat Actions of Marine Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone, Hero of
Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave a good thing like a book Manila John: The Life and Combat Actions of Marine Gunnery
Sergeant John Basilone, Hero of Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book Manila John: The Life and Combat Actions of Marine Gunnery
Sergeant John Basilone, Hero of Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima has simple shape but you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Tonya Sewell:

This Manila John: The Life and Combat Actions of Marine Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone, Hero of
Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Manila John: The Life and Combat Actions of Marine Gunnery Sergeant John
Basilone, Hero of Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima can be one of many great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Manila John: The Life and Combat Actions of
Marine Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone, Hero of Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Tony Partee:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Manila John: The
Life and Combat Actions of Marine Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone, Hero of Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima
will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Jack Nguyen:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Manila John: The Life and Combat Actions
of Marine Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone, Hero of Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima is simple to develop you can



read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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