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The relationship of the rabbis of Late Antique Palestine to their non-Jewish neighbors, rulers, and
interlocutors was complex and often fraught. Jenny R. Labendz investigates the rabbis' self-perception and
their self-fashioning within this non-Jewish social and intellectual world, answering a fundamental question:
Was the rabbinic participation in Greco-Roman society a begrudging concession or a principled choice?

Labendz shows that despite the highly insular and self-referential nature of rabbinic Torah study, some
rabbis believed that the involvement of non-Jews in rabbinic intellectual culture enriched the rabbis' own
learning and teaching. Labendz identifies a sub-genre of rabbinic texts that she terms "Socratic Torah," in
which rabbis engage in productive dialogue with non-Jews about biblical and rabbinic law and narrative. In
these texts, rabbinic epistemology expands to include reliance not only upon Scripture and rabbinic tradition,
but upon intuitions and life experiences common to Jews and non-Jews. While most scholarly readings of
rabbinic dialogues with non-Jews have focused on the polemical, hostile, or anxiety-ridden nature of the
interactions, Socratic Torah reveals that the presence of non-Jews was at times a welcome opportunity for
the rabbis to think and speak differently about Torah.

Labendz contextualizes her explication of Socratic Torah within rabbinic literature at large, including other
passages and statements about non-Jews as well as general intellectual trends in rabbinic literature, and also
within cognate literatures, including Plato's dialogues, Jewish texts of the Second Temple period, and the
New Testament. Thus the passages that make up the sub-genre of Socratic Torah serve as the entryway for a
much broader understanding of rabbinic literature and rabbinic intellectual culture.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Stewart:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Socratic Torah: Non-Jews in Rabbinic Intellectual Culture can be great book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Nadine Taylor:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a book. The book Socratic Torah: Non-Jews in Rabbinic Intellectual Culture it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high
quality.

Augustus Chase:

This Socratic Torah: Non-Jews in Rabbinic Intellectual Culture is great book for you because the content that
is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Socratic Torah: Non-Jews in Rabbinic Intellectual Culture in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right
but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you
still doubt that will?

Hilary Winters:

You can get this Socratic Torah: Non-Jews in Rabbinic Intellectual Culture by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds
of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply
e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your



problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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