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Before phonographs and moving pictures, live performances dominated American popular entertainment.
Carnivals, circuses, dioramas, magicians, mechanical marvels, musicians, and theatrical troupes?all visited
rural fairgrounds, small-town opera houses, and big-city palaces around the country, giving millions of
people an escape from their everyday lives for a dime or a quarter. In From Traveling Show to Vaudeville,
Robert M. Lewis has assembled a remarkable collection of nineteenth- and early twentieth-century primary
sources that document America's age of theatrical spectacle. In eight parts, Lewis explores, in turn, dime
museums, minstrelsy, circuses, melodramas, burlesque shows, Wild West shows, amusement parks, and
vaudeville.

Included in this compendium are biographies, programs, ephemera produced by theatrical entrepreneurs to
lure audiences to their shows, photographs, scripts, and song lyrics as well as newspaper accounts, reviews,
and interviews with such figures as P. T. Barnum and Buffalo Bill Cody. Lewis also gives us reminiscences
about and reactions to various shows by members of audiences, including such prominent writers as Mark
Twain, William Dean Howells, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Carl Sandburg, Walt Whitman, Louisa May Alcott,
Charles Dickens, O. Henry, and Maxim Gorky. Each section also includes a concise introduction that places
the genre of spectacle into its historical and cultural context and suggests major interpretive themes. The
book closes with a bibliographic essay that identifies relevant scholarly works.

Many of the pieces collected here have not been published since their first appearance, making From
Traveling Show to Vaudeville an indispensable resource for historians of popular culture, theater, and
nineteenth-century American society.
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From reader reviews:

James Drake:

The book From Traveling Show to Vaudeville: Theatrical Spectacle in America, 1830-1910 can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
best thing like a book From Traveling Show to Vaudeville: Theatrical Spectacle in America, 1830-1910?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book From Traveling Show to Vaudeville:
Theatrical Spectacle in America, 1830-1910 has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Ma:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to your account is From Traveling Show to Vaudeville: Theatrical Spectacle in America,
1830-1910 this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this
book ideal all of you.

Norma Harrell:

Beside this particular From Traveling Show to Vaudeville: Theatrical Spectacle in America, 1830-1910 in
your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have From Traveling Show to Vaudeville: Theatrical Spectacle
in America, 1830-1910 because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Floyd Brown:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and From Traveling Show to Vaudeville: Theatrical
Spectacle in America, 1830-1910 or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the



fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes From Traveling Show to Vaudeville: Theatrical Spectacle in America,
1830-1910 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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