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This book takes a fresh look at secondary urban English classrooms and at what happens when students and
their teachers explore literature collaboratively. By closely examining what happens in English lessons,
minute by minute, it reveals how literary texts function not as a valorised heritage to be transmitted, but as a
resource for the students’ work of cultural production and contestation.

The reading that is undertaken in classrooms has tended to be construed as either a poor substitute or merely
a preparation for other reading, particularly for that paradigmatic literacy event, the absorbed and
simultaneously discriminating consumption of the literary text by the independent, private reader. This book
argues for a different understanding of what constitutes reading, an understanding that is informed by
historical and ethnographic perspectives and by psychological and semiotic theory. It presents the case for a
conception of reading as an active, collaborative process of meaning-making and for a fully social model of
learning. Drawing extensively on data gathered through classroom observation and filming of English
lessons taught over the course of a year by two teachers in a London secondary school, the book explores
students’ engagement with literary texts and the pedagogy that facilitates this engagement.

The book offers new insights into reading, and reading literature in particular. It challenges the paradigm of
reading that is offered in government policy and the assumption, common to much work within the field of
‘new literacies’, that ‘schooled literacy’ is the already-known, the default, against which the alternative
literacy practices of homes and communities can be defined. It will be valuable reading for researchers,
teachers, teacher educators and postgraduate students, and will have particular appeal for those with an
interest in the fields of English studies and literacy.
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From reader reviews:

Bess Cook:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Social Construction of Meaning: Reading literature in
urban English classrooms (Routledge Research in Education). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book The Social Construction of Meaning:
Reading literature in urban English classrooms (Routledge Research in Education). You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you
can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Edward Roth:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Social Construction of
Meaning: Reading literature in urban English classrooms (Routledge Research in Education). All type of
book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Michele Brown:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading
a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Social Construction of Meaning: Reading literature in urban English classrooms (Routledge Research in
Education), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Beverly Rosa:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Social Construction of Meaning: Reading
literature in urban English classrooms (Routledge Research in Education) to make your reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is



to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the publication The Social
Construction of Meaning: Reading literature in urban English classrooms (Routledge Research in Education)
can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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