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This book presents criteria for expanding our understanding and enjoyment of Hollywood films by
discussing The Great Gatsby (2013), The Devil Wears Prada (2006), The Joneses (2009) and Confessions of
a Shopaholic (2009). Calling our attention to the seductive and subliminal appeals of advertising, these films
invite audiences to look more critically at capitalism and American consumer culture, which claim to offer
social status but in fact make commodities out of people. All four films suggest that consumption leads to the
corrosion of American life. However, there is an ironic contradiction between this moral message and the
films’ simultaneous aim to entertain the audience, and the fact that throughout the films a variety of brands
of commodities, wealth, and luxury are promoted and advertised as a glamorous lifestyle. This lifestyle
represents living the American dream of which the pursuit of it clashes with the pursuit of happiness. The
moral messages indicate that excessive materialism is just a distraction from finding “true” happiness. This
book points out the harmful effects the American dream can have when the distinction between a vision and
an illusion fades.
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From reader reviews:

Earnest Jennings:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Transformation of American Dream: From Vision to
Illusion: American Consumer Culture in The Great Gatsby, The Devil Wears Prada, Confessions of a
Shopaholic, and The Joneses. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important the book The Transformation of American Dream: From Vision to Illusion:
American Consumer Culture in The Great Gatsby, The Devil Wears Prada, Confessions of a Shopaholic, and
The Joneses. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you
can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Dennis Ramirez:

The guide with title The Transformation of American Dream: From Vision to Illusion: American Consumer
Culture in The Great Gatsby, The Devil Wears Prada, Confessions of a Shopaholic, and The Joneses contains
a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Kristen Mazur:

You may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Transformation of American Dream:
From Vision to Illusion: American Consumer Culture in The Great Gatsby, The Devil Wears Prada,
Confessions of a Shopaholic, and The Joneses is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Louis Hartford:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Transformation of American Dream: From
Vision to Illusion: American Consumer Culture in The Great Gatsby, The Devil Wears Prada, Confessions of
a Shopaholic, and The Joneses or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the



truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The Transformation of American Dream: From Vision to Illusion:
American Consumer Culture in The Great Gatsby, The Devil Wears Prada, Confessions of a Shopaholic, and
The Joneses to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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