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In 1202, zealous western Christians gathered in Venice determined to liberate Jerusalem from the grip of
Islam. But the crusaders never made it to the Holy Land. Steered forward by the shrewd Venetian doge, they
descended instead on Constantinople, wreaking devastation so terrible and inflicting scars so deep that as
recently as 2001 Pope John Paul II offered an apology to the Greek Orthodox Church. The crusaders spared
no one: They raped and massacred thousands, plundered churches, and torched the lavish city. A prostitute
danced on the altar of the ravaged Hagia Sophia. And by 1204, barbarism masquerading as piety had
shattered on of the great civilizations of history. Here, on the eight hundredth anniversary of the sack, is the
extraordinary story of this epic catastrophe, told for the first time outside of academia by Jonathan Phillips, a
leading expert on the crusades. Knights and commoners, monastic chroniclers, courtly troubadours, survivors
of the carnage, and even Pope Innocent III left vivid accounts detailing the events of those two fateful years.
Using their remarkable letters, chronicles, and speeches, Phillips traces the way in which any region steeped
in religious fanaticism, in this case Christian Europe, might succumb to holy war.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Fenske:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Fourth Crusade and the Sack of Constantinople. Try to face the book
The Fourth Crusade and the Sack of Constantinople as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend
when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Christopher Ray:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Fourth Crusade and the Sack of Constantinople, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Rhonda Hoffman:

The guide with title The Fourth Crusade and the Sack of Constantinople contains a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Josephine Weeks:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This The Fourth Crusade and the Sack of Constantinople can give you a
lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Fourth Crusade and the Sack of Constantinople.
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