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In this riveting, New York Times-bestselling memoir—first published by Harper in 1967—Svetlana
Alliluyeva, subject of Rosemary Sullivan’s critically acclaimed biography, Stalin’s Daughter, describes the
surreal experience of growing up in the Kremlin in the shadow of her father, Joseph Stalin.

Svetlana Iosifovna Alliluyeva, later known as Lana Peters, was the youngest child and only daughter of
Joseph Stalin and Nadezhda Alliluyeva, his second wife. In 1967, she fled the Soviet Union for India, where
she approached the U.S. Embassy for asylum. Once there, she showed her CIA handler something
remarkable: A personal memoir about growing up inside the Kremlin that she’d written in 1963. The Indian
Ambassador to the USSR, whom she’d befriended, had smuggled the manuscript out of the Soviet Union the
previous year—and returned it to her as soon as she arrived in India.

Structured as a series of letters to a “friend”—Svetlana refused to identify him, but we now know it was her
close friend, Fyodor Volkenstein—this astounding memoir exposes the dark human heart of the Kremlin.
After opening with Stalin’s death, Svetlana returns to her childhood. Each letter adds a new strand to her
remarkable story; some are wistful—romanticized recollections of her early years and her family—while
others are desperate exorcisms of the tragedies that plagued her, such as her mother’s suicide and her father’s
increasing cruelty. It is also in some ways a love letter to Russia, with its ancient heritage and spectacularly
varied geography.

Candid, surprising, and utterly compelling, Twenty Letters to a Friend offers one of the most revealing
portraits of life inside Stalin’s inner circle, and of the notorious dictator himself.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Collier:

This book untitled Twenty Letters to a Friend to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here
is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Alfredo Dunn:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Twenty Letters to a Friend your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book
then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Twenty
Letters to a Friend giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Moses Bean:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Twenty Letters to a Friend book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still hesitation Twenty Letters to a Friend as good book but not only by the cover
but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Martin Kelley:

This Twenty Letters to a Friend is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information
for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts
accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Twenty Letters to a Friend in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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