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Alfarabi (ca. 870–950) founded the great tradition of Aristotelian/Platonic political philosophy in medieval
Islamic and Arabic culture. In this second volume of political writings, Charles E. Butterworth presents
translations of Alfarabi's Political Regime and Summary of Plato’s "Laws" , accompanied by introductions
that discuss the background for each work and explore its teaching. In addition, the texts are carefully
annotated to aid the reader in following Alfarabi’s argument. An Arabic-English/English-Arabic glossary
allows interested readers to verify the way particular words are translated. Throughout, Butterworth’s
method is to translate consistently the same Arabic word by the same English word, rendering Alfarabi’s
style in an unusually faithful and yet approachable manner.

Political Regime consists of two parts. One focuses on nature and natural existing things as well as the
principles beyond nature that guide the existing things. In the second part, the exposition centers on human
beings and their place in the larger cosmic whole as well as on how a proper organization of human life in
political association provides the conditions whereby human beings might achieve their purpose.

Summary of Plato’s “Laws” gives an account of the first nine books of Plato’s Laws. Alfarabi explains
Plato’s art of writing in general and the method he follows in writing the Laws in particular. Unlike
Alfarabi’s other works, which examine the place of legislation and laws in the broader context of political
philosophy, the Summary is a more specialized study of the question of laws and how and why they are
formulated, with a particular focus on the relevance of Plato’s investigation concerning Greek divine laws
for the study and understanding of all divine laws.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Watkins:

The book The Political Writings: "Political Regime" and "Summary of Plato's Laws" (Agora Editions) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave the good thing like a book The Political Writings: "Political Regime" and "Summary of Plato's
Laws" (Agora Editions)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The
Political Writings: "Political Regime" and "Summary of Plato's Laws" (Agora Editions) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

James Dungan:

Exactly why? Because this The Political Writings: "Political Regime" and "Summary of Plato's Laws"
(Agora Editions) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any
more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have
got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Karolyn Kaufman:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Political Writings: "Political Regime" and
"Summary of Plato's Laws" (Agora Editions) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book The Political Writings: "Political Regime" and "Summary of Plato's Laws" (Agora Editions) has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that.

Theresa Collins:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Political Writings: "Political Regime"
and "Summary of Plato's Laws" (Agora Editions) to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you



to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the publication The Political Writings: "Political
Regime" and "Summary of Plato's Laws" (Agora Editions) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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