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How to behave in the diaspora has been a central problem for Jews over the ages. They have debated
whether to assimilate by adopting local customs or whether to remain a God-centered people loyal to their
temporal rulers but maintaining the peculiar customs that separated them from their host nations. The
question not only of survival, but of the basis for survival, is also a central problem in the Joseph stories of
the Book of Genesis. The work shows its readers the grand alternatives of Judaism, instilled in two larger-
than-life figures, so its readers can reassess for themselves the road Judaism did not take, and understand
why Joseph though admirable in many respects, is left out of the rest of the Bible.

The question is answered through the stories about how Joseph, the son of Jacob, saved his people/family
from famine by becoming a high-ranking administrator to Pharaoh. By analyzing his behavior to the people
over whom he exercises power, Joseph lords it over his brothers, grieves his father, takes lands from
Egyptian farmers, and engages in forced deportation. Wildavsky explains why Joseph-the-assimilator is
replaced in the Book of Exodus by Moses-the-lawgiver. The book ends by demonstrating that Joseph and
Moses are, and are undoubtedly meant to be exact opposites.

As in his earlier book on The Nursing Father: Moses as a Political Leader, Wildavsky combines analysis of
political and administrative leadership with both traditional and modern study of texts: thematic linkages via
plot, grammar, dreams, poetry, and religious doctrine. Thus the chapter on "Joseph the Administrator" is
preceded by a chapter on Joseph as The Dream Lord" and followed by an analysis and explanation of why
Jacob's obscure blessings to his sons are more like curses. Always the emphasis is on the reciprocal influence
of religion and politics, on rival answers to questions about how Hebrews should relate to each other and to
outsiders. New, in paperback, the book will be of interest to biblical scholars and readers as well as those
concerned with the interaction of religion and political life.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Hayes:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Assimilation versus Separation: Joseph the
Administrator and the Politics of Religion in Biblical Israel. You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Assimilation versus Separation:
Joseph the Administrator and the Politics of Religion in Biblical Israel. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Ronald Hopkins:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Assimilation versus Separation: Joseph the
Administrator and the Politics of Religion in Biblical Israel is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Daniel Metz:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Assimilation versus Separation: Joseph the Administrator and the Politics of Religion in Biblical
Israel will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Herbert Mikula:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled
update of news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the Assimilation versus Separation: Joseph the Administrator and the Politics of
Religion in Biblical Israel when you necessary it?
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