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During spring training in 1972, southpaw pitcher Steve Carlton, coming off a 20-win season and embroiled
in a contract dispute, was traded from the star-studded St. Louis Cardinals to the lowly, last- place
Philadel phia Phillies.

Surrounded by a squad decidedly lacking in talent, Carlton overcame insurmountable odds. For a Phillies
team that won just 59 games, he posted 27 wins arecord 46 percent and in so doing captured his first of four
Cy Young Awards in a career that culminated in hisinduction into the Hall of Fame.

In Drinking Coffee with a Fork, Steve Bucci and Dave Brown chronicle Carlton s extraordinary and
improbable 72 season. Drawing on interviews with Carlton s teammates, coaches, opponents, and the writers
who covered the team, as well as newspaper accounts and box scores of the games, Bucci and Brown
recreate the phenomenal performance by the man called Lefty his early season duels with superstar pitchers
Bob Gibson and Juan Marichal, his brilliant shutout against the Exposin a game marred by a bench-clearing
brawl triggered by aretaliatory beanball thrown by Carlton, and a remarkable and exhilarating 15-game
winning streak, achieved while the Phils rarely won on days that he didn t pitch.

Throughout the book, the authors intersperse memorabl e conversations and anecdotes involving Carlton
from the dugout, the locker room, and the team hotel which illuminate Lefty' s ccentricities, including his
intense pregame preparation, his uncanny focus and concentration on the mound, and the sage and
sometimes offbeat advice that he imparted to his fellow Phillies.

After recounting Carlton s amazing season, Bucci and Brown rely on statistical analysis and opinions
solicited from some of the country s foremost baseball expertsincluding Bob Costas, Jayson Stark, and Tom
Verducci to dissect this thought-provoking question: Is Carlton s 1972 season the greatest ever for a pitcher?
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From reader reviews:
Francis M ason:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. Thisreading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Drinking Coffee With a Fork: The Story
of Steve Carlton and the '72 Philliesis kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Leigh Grayer:

This book untitled Drinking Coffee With a Fork: The Story of Steve Carlton and the 72 Phillies to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get
alot of benefit init. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personaly to past this guide from
your list.

Shawn Hernandez;

The book untitled Drinking Coffee With a Fork: The Story of Steve Carlton and the '72 Philliesis the book
that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did alot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Drinking Coffee With a Fork: The Story of Steve Carlton and the
"72 Phillies from the publisher to make you much more enjoy freetime.

William Pettigrew:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be
the publication untitled Drinking Coffee With a Fork: The Story of Steve Carlton and the '72 Phillies can be
very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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