Philosophy beforethe Greeks. The Pursuit of
Truth in Ancient Babylonia

Marc Van De Mieroop

Read Online ©

Click hereif your download doesn"t start automatically



http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0691157189
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0691157189
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0691157189

Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of Truth in
Ancient Babylonia

Marc Van De Mieroop

Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babylonia Marc Van De Mieroop

Thereisagrowing recognition that philosophy isn’t unique to the West, that it didn’'t begin only with the
classical Greeks, and that Greek philosophy was influenced by Near Eastern traditions. Y et even today there
is awidespread assumption that what came before the Greeks was "before philosophy.” In Philosophy before
the Greeks, Marc Van De Mieroop, an acclaimed historian of the ancient Near East, presents a
groundbreaking argument that, for three millennia before the Greeks, one Near Eastern people had arich and
sophisticated tradition of philosophy fully worthy of the name.

In thefirst century BC, the Greek historian Diodorus of Sicily praised the Babylonians for their devotion to
philosophy. Showing the justice of Diodorus' s comment, thisis the first book to argue that there were
Babylonian philosophers and that they studied knowledge systematically using a coherent system of logic
rooted in the practices of cuneiform script. Van De Mieroop uncovers Babylonian approaches to knowledge
in three areas: the study of language, which in its analysis of the written word formed the basis of all logic;
the art of divination, which interpreted communications between gods and humans; and the rules of law,
which confirmed that royal justice was founded on truth.

Theresult is an innovative intellectual history of the ancient Near Eastern world during the many centuriesin
which Babylonian philosophers inspired scholars throughout the region—until the first millennium BC,
when the breakdown of this cosmopolitan system enabled others, including the Greeks, to develop
aternative methods of philosophical reasoning.
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From reader reviews:
Terri Rouse:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of Truthin
Ancient Babyloniais kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Lenora Hungate:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Philosophy before the Greeks:
The Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babyloniathat give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
agreat deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to aways be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Philosophy before the Greeks: The
Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babylonia become your own personal starter.

Dawn Hicks:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Philosophy before the Greeks: The
Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babyloniawhich is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let'sfind.

MikeHart:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Philosophy before the Greeks:
The Pursuit of Truth in Ancient Babyloniato make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our personal
skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you
to like to open abook and learn it. Beside that the guide Philosophy before the Greeks: The Pursuit of Truth
in Ancient Babylonia can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of their time.
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