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One of the most familiar features of any high-school chemistry lab is the Periodic Table of Elements.
Elegant, informative, useful to any student in the lab - the Periodic Table neatly summarizes our scientific
knowledge of the chemical elements from hydrogen to uranium and beyond - atomic number, atomic weight,
isotopes, and more. But how did scientists discover all of these features of the elements? How did the
Periodic Table come to be? And, even more basically, how did the concept of the chemical element come to
dominate how scientists understand chemistry? This book shows readers the answers to these and other
questions regarding the scientific understanding of matter.

The Chemical Element, a volume in the Greenwood Guides to Great Ideas in Science, traces the history of
this tremendously powerful concept from the ancient philosophers to the present day. The volume covers: the
idea of the elements held by Aristotle and the other ancient Greek philosophers; how Chinese, Arabic and
other ancient civilizations thought about the elements; Mendeleyev and the creation of the Periodic Table of
Elements, the predictive power of which helped in the discovery of dozens of new elements; and the
discovery of the artificial elements that are heavier than uranium

Jargon and mathematics is kept to a minimum, and the volumes includes a timeline, a glossary, and a
bibliography, making The Chemical Element an ideal resource for students researching chemistry and the
history and nature of the scientific understanding of the world around us.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The Chemical Element: A Historical
Perspective (Greenwood Guides to Great Ideas in Science) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Fred Martinez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Chemical Element: A
Historical Perspective (Greenwood Guides to Great Ideas in Science) that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick The Chemical Element: A Historical
Perspective (Greenwood Guides to Great Ideas in Science) become your personal starter.

Everett Dean:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
reserve that need more time to be go through. The Chemical Element: A Historical Perspective (Greenwood
Guides to Great Ideas in Science) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short
free time problems.

Susan Brooks:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This The Chemical Element: A Historical Perspective (Greenwood
Guides to Great Ideas in Science) can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book
you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have The
Chemical Element: A Historical Perspective (Greenwood Guides to Great Ideas in Science).
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