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Americans who lived between the Revolution and Civil War felt the brunt of resounding and sometimes
frightening changes, which together eventually influenced the political culture of early America. In this
lively study, Robert E. Shalhope examines one of the changes most difficult to gauge and most controversial
among students of the period--the rise and triumph of liberal individualism in America -- and explores its
impact on political culture.

Taking Bennington, Vermont, and its environs as a case study, Shalhope untangles the clash among three
competing elements in the community -- the egalitarian communalism of the Strict Congregationalists; the
democratic individualism of the revolutionary Green Mountain Boys; and the hierarchical authority of the
community's Federalist gentlemen of property and standing. None of these players anticipated (and indeed
did not wish for) the result -- the emergence of democratic liberalism. Shalhope writes of class tension,
economic competition, and religious differences -- and ultimately of cultural conflict and political
partisanship--and yet throughout uses individual life experiences to give the narrative piquancy and to
emphasize the significance of seemingly small, personal decisions. Shalhope thus demonstrates how the
private lives of ordinary people played a role in the settlement of public issues.

As an account of a single town and how its residents responded to change, Bennington and the Green
Mountain Boys supplies a fascinating microcosmic view of the larger story of how liberal America came to
be.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Levy:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Bennington and the Green
Mountain Boys: The Emergence of Liberal Democracy in Vermont, 1760-1850 (Reconfiguring American
Political History). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Joseph Yancey:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Bennington and the Green Mountain
Boys: The Emergence of Liberal Democracy in Vermont, 1760-1850 (Reconfiguring American Political
History) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jacki Warner:

The actual book Bennington and the Green Mountain Boys: The Emergence of Liberal Democracy in
Vermont, 1760-1850 (Reconfiguring American Political History) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after reading this article book.

Christopher Evan:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Bennington and the Green Mountain Boys:
The Emergence of Liberal Democracy in Vermont, 1760-1850 (Reconfiguring American Political History)
e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Bennington and the Green Mountain Boys: The Emergence of
Liberal Democracy in Vermont, 1760-1850 (Reconfiguring American Political History) as good book but not
only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its
include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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