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A career-spanning collection of critical essays and cultural journalism from one of the most acute,
entertaining, and sometimes acerbic (but in a good way) critics of our time

From his early-seventies dispatches as a fledgling critic for The Village Voice on rock ’n’ roll, comedy,
movies, and television to the literary criticism of the eighties and nineties that made him both feared and
famous to his must-read reports on the cultural weather for Vanity Fair, James Wolcott has had a career as a
freelance critic and a literary  intellectual nearly unique in our time. This collection features the best of
Wolcott in whatever guise—connoisseur, intrepid reporter, memoirist, and necessary naysayer—he has
chosen to take on.
     Included in this collection is “O.K. Corral Revisited,” a fresh take on the famed Norman Mailer–Gore
Vidal dustup on The Dick Cavett Show that launched Wolcott from his Maryland college to New York City
(via bus) to begin his brilliant career. His prescient review of Patti Smith’s legendary first gig at CBGB leads
off a suite of eyewitness and insider accounts of the rise of punk rock, while another set of pieces considers
the vast cultural influence of the enigmatic Johnny Carson and the scramble of his late-night successors to
inherit the “swivel throne.” There are warm tributes to such diverse figures as Michael Mann, Sam
Peckinpah, Lester Bangs, and Philip Larkin and masterly  summings-up of the departed giants of American
literature—John Updike, William Styron, John Cheever, and Mailer and Vidal. Included as well are some
legendary takedowns that have entered into the literary lore of our time.
     Critical Mass is a treasure trove of sparkling, spiky prose and a fascinating portrait of our lives and
cultural times over the past decades. In an age where a great deal of back scratching and softball pitching
pass for criticism, James Wolcott’s fearless essays and reviews offer a bracing taste of the real critical thing.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Jett:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be study. Critical Mass: Four Decades of Essays, Reviews, Hand Grenades, and Hurrahs
can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Doris Seavey:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you personally is Critical Mass: Four Decades of Essays, Reviews, Hand Grenades, and Hurrahs this book
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Stephanie Bush:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Critical Mass: Four Decades of Essays, Reviews, Hand
Grenades, and Hurrahs or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Critical Mass: Four Decades of Essays, Reviews, Hand Grenades, and Hurrahs
to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Lester Magno:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Critical Mass: Four Decades of Essays,
Reviews, Hand Grenades, and Hurrahs to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill
of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Critical Mass: Four Decades of Essays, Reviews, Hand
Grenades, and Hurrahs can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of the time.
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