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The genealogy and function of epigenesis—the theory that organisms generate themselves under the
guidance of aformative drive—provides a unique means of understanding the profound changesin
philosophy, philosophy of language, and literature at the turn of the nineteenth century.

The book begins by describing how and why epigenesis came to replace the reigning model of biological
origination, preformation—the theory that all organisms were preformed at the creation of the world.
Contemporary with these developments, Kant used the figures of epigenesis and self-formation to illustrate
his concepts of the origin of the categories, the possible success of practical reason, and the validity of
aesthetic and teleological judgments. The author shows how Kant's figurative use of self-generation was
turned into an indispensable determination by Fichte and his successors: philosophical knowledge can claim
absolute certainty only if it can prove that it generatesitself in logically accountable procedures.

This self-generating philosophy—al so known as Idealism—was in turn accompanied by a revaluation of the
origin of language, notably by Herder and by Humboldt, who attempted to formulate self-generation as the
philosophical foundation for a future Science of Language. The book concludes by demonstrating that the
biological, philosophical, and linguistic problematic of self-generation is at the heart of Goethe's novel
Elective Affinities and Beaumarchais's The Marriage of Figaro.
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From reader reviews:
Sar ah Johnson:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When
you read this Self-Generation: Biology, Philosophy, and Literature Around 1800 (Writing Science), you
could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a guide.

Valerie Gray:

The guide with title Self-Generation: Biology, Philosophy, and Literature Around 1800 (Writing Science)
has alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book. That
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
today. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Gayle Meek:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Self-Generation: Biology, Philosophy, and
Literature Around 1800 (Writing Science) can give you alot of buddies because by you looking at this one
book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of astep for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Self-
Generation: Biology, Philosophy, and Literature Around 1800 (Writing Science).

Kayla France:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This guide Self-Generation: Biology, Philosophy, and Literature Around 1800 (Writing
Science) was filled concerning science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike now,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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