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Old-time radio, the folk revival, the golden age of science fiction, steam railroads, baseball, the Western, and
other genres color our images of the 1950s. But contrary to the countercultural myth that America during this
period was a sterile, soulless society, culturally and intellectually empty, it was an introspective era of
innovation and creativity, the seedtime of the sixties, the harbinger of which was the urban folk revival. The
Best of Times presents a collection of essays, each followed by a related memoir, focusing on postwar
popular culture, exploring topics that mark the era but are also nostalgic in themselves-the comforting
continuity of long-running radio shows, train whistles that brought the sweet sorrow of distance to small-
town nights, lazy summers of baseball, endless stretches of unknown lands to the West that once compelled
the imagination, the heroes and vagabonds of folksong who roamed a simpler world, and dreams of alien
civilizations on neighboring planets, deepened by the dawning reality of spaceflight. These pieces balance
personal, cultural, and mythic nostalgia, recalling author Wyn Wachhorst's youth, the postwar era, and its
dreams of a fabled West or Norman Rockwell's small-town America. Blending history, memoir, imagery,
and analysis, this collection of essays offers poetic reflections on the nature of nostalgia and postwar
America.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Irizarry:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Best of Times: Motifs from
Postwar America—Reflections on Nostalgia is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Eric Chabot:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Best of Times:
Motifs from Postwar America—Reflections on Nostalgia is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Deborah Lake:

The reason why? Because this The Best of Times: Motifs from Postwar America—Reflections on Nostalgia
is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Violet Iverson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Best of Times: Motifs from
Postwar America—Reflections on Nostalgia, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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