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"Pardo's study provides a persuasive criticism of the widespread assumption that the process of
Christianization in Mexico can be conceived as the imposition of a complete and fool-proof system that did
not accept doubts or compromises. The Origins of Mexican Catholicism will become an invaluable tool for
future researchers and enrich future debates on the subject."
---Fernando Cervantes, Bristol University, UK

"Pardo does an excellent job of balancing and contrasting sixteenth-century Catholic theology with Nahua
thought and belief."
---John F. Schwaller, University of Minnesota

At first glance, religious conversion may appear to be only a one-way street. When studying sixteenth-
century Mexico, one might assume that colonial coercion was the driving force behind the religious
conversion of the native population. But The Origins of Mexican Catholicism shows how Spanish
missionaries instead drew on existing native ceremonies in order to make Christianity more accessible to the
Nahua population whom they were trying to convert.

Osvaldo F. Pardo explains that religious figures not only shaped native thought, but that indigenous rituals
had an impact on the religion itself. This work illustrates the complex negotiations that took place in the
process of making the Christian sacraments available to the native peoples, and at the same time, forced the
missionaries to reexamine the meaning of their sacraments through the eyes of an alien culture.

For Spanish missionaries, ritual not only became a focus of evangelical concern but also opened a window to
the social world of the Nahuas. Missionaries were able to delve into the Nahua's notions of self, emotions,
and social and cosmic order. By better understanding the sociological aspects of Nahua culture, Christians
learned ways to adequately convey their religion through mutual understanding instead of merely colonial
oppression.

Given its interdisciplinary approach, this book will be of interest to specialists in Latin American intellectual
and literary history, the history of religion, and anthropology, and to anyone interested in cross-cultural
processes.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Gagne:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book The Origins of Mexican Catholicism: Nahua Rituals and
Christian Sacraments in Sixteenth-Century Mexico (History, Languages, and Cultures of the Spanish and
Portuguese Worlds) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The Origins of Mexican Catholicism: Nahua Rituals
and Christian Sacraments in Sixteenth-Century Mexico (History, Languages, and Cultures of the Spanish and
Portuguese Worlds) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using
the book The Origins of Mexican Catholicism: Nahua Rituals and Christian Sacraments in Sixteenth-Century
Mexico (History, Languages, and Cultures of the Spanish and Portuguese Worlds). You never feel lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Carrie Hanks:

This The Origins of Mexican Catholicism: Nahua Rituals and Christian Sacraments in Sixteenth-Century
Mexico (History, Languages, and Cultures of the Spanish and Portuguese Worlds) book is not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This The Origins of Mexican Catholicism: Nahua Rituals and Christian Sacraments
in Sixteenth-Century Mexico (History, Languages, and Cultures of the Spanish and Portuguese Worlds)
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
become worry The Origins of Mexican Catholicism: Nahua Rituals and Christian Sacraments in Sixteenth-
Century Mexico (History, Languages, and Cultures of the Spanish and Portuguese Worlds) can bring when
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even phone. This The Origins of Mexican Catholicism: Nahua Rituals and Christian
Sacraments in Sixteenth-Century Mexico (History, Languages, and Cultures of the Spanish and Portuguese
Worlds) having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Roy Hanson:

This The Origins of Mexican Catholicism: Nahua Rituals and Christian Sacraments in Sixteenth-Century
Mexico (History, Languages, and Cultures of the Spanish and Portuguese Worlds) is brand new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The
Origins of Mexican Catholicism: Nahua Rituals and Christian Sacraments in Sixteenth-Century Mexico
(History, Languages, and Cultures of the Spanish and Portuguese Worlds) can be the light food for you
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who



think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

April Baker:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The Origins of Mexican Catholicism: Nahua Rituals and Christian Sacraments in Sixteenth-Century
Mexico (History, Languages, and Cultures of the Spanish and Portuguese Worlds) when you required it?
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