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Synthetic detergents rapidly replaced soap for most domestic cleaning purposes after World War II.
Concurrently, great billows of foam began passing undegraded through sewage treatment plants into
receiving waters, which were often sources for domestic water supplies. The detergent industry quickly
learned that many surface-active agents—the active ingredients of synthetic detergents and the producers of
foam—were not readily biodegradable. The most popular surface-active agent was alkyl benzene sulfonate
(ABS). Industrialized societies had developed satisfactory sewage processes to treat domestic wastes, but
even the most advanced treatment facilities proved incapable of degrading ABS.

Biodegradable examines the development of synthetic detergents and the unanticipated pollution of surface
waters and groundwaters by this new technology, as well as the social, political, and industrial responses that
resulted in correction of the problem. Public and governmental pressure in the United States, the United
Kingdom, and the Federal Republic of Germany led to the international detergent industry’s finding a
biodegradable substitute for ABS, namely, linear alkyl sulfonate (LAS). Its use from the mid-1960s solved
the foaming pollution problem.

The three countries responded to the problem very differently. West Germany almost immediately legislated
that only those detergents that were more than eighty percent biodegradable could be sold. The U.S.
government allowed the detergent industry to seek a solution while the Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare monitored the industry’s progress. In the U.K. the government created committees and required
industry to cooperate with them to find a solution. Biodegradable not only examines problems resulting from
a new technology but also compares and contrasts different societies’ methods of dealing with these
problems.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Stockton:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Biodegradable: Detergents and the Environment
(Environmental History Series).

David Ruby:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Biodegradable: Detergents and the Environment
(Environmental History Series). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important any book Biodegradable: Detergents and the Environment
(Environmental History Series). You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of
a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Clifford McDaniel:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is actually
Biodegradable: Detergents and the Environment (Environmental History Series).

Erik Figaro:

Beside this specific Biodegradable: Detergents and the Environment (Environmental History Series) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Biodegradable: Detergents and the
Environment (Environmental History Series) because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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