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The still-prevailing notion among Western powers, including the United States, is that Russia is a
democracy, or at least that it remains in the process of democratization. Nothing could be further from the
truth, as Ostrow, Satarov, and Khakamada demonstrate in The Consolidation of Dictatorship in Russia.
Journalists critical of Vladimir Putin's dictatorship, such as Anna Politkovskaya, are murdered. Nearly 100
investigative journalists, an average of two per month, have been murdered since Putin took power, and not
one person has been charged or convicted of those crimes. In this book the authors seek to explain not just
how Russia has become a dictatorship, but why Russia's leaders made the choices that undermined
democratic political development, something no book has done until now.

The still-prevailing notion among Western powers, including the United States, is that Russia is a
democracy, or at least that it remains in the process of democratization. Nothing could be further from the
truth, as Ostrow, Satarov, and Khakamada demonstrate in The Consolidation of Dictatorship in Russia.
Journalists critical of Vladimir Putin's dictatorship, such as Anna Politkovskaya, are murdered. Nearly 100
investigative journalists, an average of two per month, have been murdered since Putin took power, and not
one person has been charged or convicted of those crimes. Others critical of or in opposition to Putin often
meet the same fate, as in the suspicious poisoning in London of Aleksandr Litvinenko. How did Russia
manage to transition from dictatorship to dictatorship, when the hopes for democracy were so great and when
Western conventional wisdom assumed for so long that democracy was inevitable there?

The Consolidation of Dictatorship in Russia answers that question. Georgiy A. Satarov was President Boris
Yeltsin's chief political counselor for much of the 1990s, and in that capacity was inside the Kremlin and
present when most of the decisions this book details were made. Irina M. Khakamada was a Deputy in the
Russian State Duma, a Deputy Speaker in the parliament, held a cabinet-level position in the government,
and most recently was Putin's main liberal opponent in the 2004 presidential election. These individuals are
among Russia's most prominent democratic activists and were participants in the events that led Russia away
from the path of democratization. They share a unique perspective and knowledge of what happened and
why. The authors seek to explain not just what Russia did and the consequences of those decisions, but why
Russia's leaders made the choices that undermined democratic political development, something no book has
done until now.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

The book The Consolidation of Dictatorship in Russia: An Inside View of the Demise of Democracy
(Praeger Security International) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make studying a book The Consolidation of Dictatorship in Russia: An Inside View of the
Demise of Democracy (Praeger Security International) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like available and read a reserve The Consolidation of Dictatorship in Russia: An Inside View of the
Demise of Democracy (Praeger Security International). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Robin Millard:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question since just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Consolidation of
Dictatorship in Russia: An Inside View of the Demise of Democracy (Praeger Security International) to read.

Lorraine Stark:

The knowledge that you get from The Consolidation of Dictatorship in Russia: An Inside View of the
Demise of Democracy (Praeger Security International) could be the more deep you looking the information
that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Consolidation of Dictatorship in Russia: An Inside View of the Demise of Democracy
(Praeger Security International) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that
The Consolidation of Dictatorship in Russia: An Inside View of the Demise of Democracy (Praeger Security
International) instantly.

Michelle Morrow:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The
Consolidation of Dictatorship in Russia: An Inside View of the Demise of Democracy (Praeger Security



International) suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the
book untitled The Consolidation of Dictatorship in Russia: An Inside View of the Demise of Democracy
(Praeger Security International)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world within this book.
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