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One of the most important public figures in antebellum America, Winfield Scott is known today more for his
swagger than his sword. "Old Fuss-and-Feathers" was a brilliant military commander whose tactics and
strategy were innovative adaptations from European military theory; yet he was often under appreciated by
his contemporaries and until recently overlooked by historians.

While John Eisenhower's recent Agent of Destiny provides a solid summary of Scott's remarkable life,
Timothy D. Johnson's much deeper critical exploration of this flawed genius should become the standard
work. Thoroughly grounded in an essential understanding of nineteenth-century military professionalism, it
draws extensively on unpublished sources in order to reveal neglected aspects of Scott's life, present a more
complete view of his career, and accurately balance criticism and praise.

Johnson dramatically relates the key features of Scott's career: how he led troops to victory in the War of
1812 and the Mexican War, fought against the Seminoles and Creeks, and was instrumental in
professionalizing the U.S. Army, which he commanded for two decades. He also tells how Scott tried to
introduce French methods into army tactical manuals, and how he applied his study of the Napoleonic Wars
during the Mexico City Campaign but found European strategy of little use against Indians. Johnson further
suggests that Scott's creation of an officer corps that boasted Grant, Lee, McClellan and other veterans of the
Mexican War raises important questions about his influence on Civil War generalship.

More than a military history, this book tells how Scott's aristocratic pretensions placed him at odds with
emerging notions of equality in Jacksonian America and made him an unappealing politician in his bid for
the presidency. Johnson not only recounts the facets of Scott's personality that alienated nearly everyone who
knew him but also reveals the unsavory methods he used to promote his career and the scandalous ways he
attempted to relieve his lifelong financial troubles.

Although his legendary vanity has tarnished his place among American military leaders, Scott is shown to
have possessed great talent and courage. Johnson's biography offers the most balanced portrait available of
Scott by never losing sight of the whole man.
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Arent:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Winfield Scott: The
Quest for Military Glory suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Winfield Scott: The Quest for Military Gloryis a single of several books this everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Dominic Loflin:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is Winfield
Scott: The Quest for Military Glory.

Gina Reiter:

Winfield Scott: The Quest for Military Glory can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Winfield Scott: The Quest for
Military Glory however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial thinking.

Judith Craig:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Winfield Scott: The Quest for Military Glory or others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are
helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Winfield
Scott: The Quest for Military Glory to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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