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Avaghoa, N?g?rjuna, and ?ryadeva are among the most celebrated Indian patriarchsin Asian Buddhist
traditions and modern Buddhist studies scholarship. Scholars agree that all three lived in fi rst- to third-
century C.E. India, so most studies have focused on locating them in ancient Indian history, religion, or
society. To thisend, they have used al available accounts of the Indian patriarchsAE livesuin Sanskrit,
Tibetan, various Central Asian languages, and Chinese, produced over more than a millenniumuand viewed
them as bearing exclusively on ancient India. Of these sources, medieval Chinese hagiographies are by far
the earliest and most abundant. Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchsin Chinais the fi rst attempt to
situate the medieval Chinese hagiographies of Avaghoa, N?g?rjuna, and ?ryadevain the context of Chinese
religion, culture, and society of the time. It examines these sources not as windows into ancient Indian
history but as valuable records of medieval Chinese efforts to define models of Buddhist sanctity. It explores
broader questions concerning Chinese conceptions of ancient Indian Buddhism and concerns about being
Buddhist in latter-day China. By propagating the tales and texts of Avaghoa, N?g?rjuna, and ?ryadeva,
leaders of the Chinese sangha sought to demonstrate that the means and media of Indian Buddhist
enlightenment were readily available in China and that local Chinese adepts could thereby rise to the ranks of
the most exalted Buddhist saints across the Sino-Indian divide. Chinese authors also aimed to merge their
own kingdom with the Buddhist heartland by demonstrating congruency between Indian and Chinese ideals
of spiritual attainment. This volume shows, for the first time, how Chinese Buddhists adduced the patriarchs
as evidence that Buddhist masters from ancient India had instantiated the same ideal s, practices, and powers
expected of all Chinese holy beings and that the expressly foreign religion of Buddhism was thus the best
means to sainthood and salvation for latter-day China. Rich in information and details about the inner world
of medieval Chinese Buddhists, Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in Chinawill be welcomed by
scholars and studentsin the fi elds of Buddhist studies, religious studies, and China studies.
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From reader reviews:
Bessie Kr aft:

Baook is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs
in China (Studiesin East Asian Buddhism) will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
appropriate book with you?

Christopher M cCormick:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for awhileisreading. Y ep, by reading
ae-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For yourself who
want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs
in China (Studiesin East Asian Buddhism) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Jesus Brewster:

Beside thiskind of Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchsin China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) in
your phone, it might give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchsin
China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often
have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have thisin your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for

the Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studiesin East Asian Buddhism) when you needed
it?
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