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By consulting the work of well-known and obscure al-Qaeda theoreticians, Michael W. S. Ryan finds
jihadist terrorism strategy has more in common with the principles of Maoist guerrilla warfare than
mainstream Islam. Encouraging strategists and researchers to devote greater attention to jihadi ideas rather
than jihadist military operations, Ryan builds an effective framework for analyzing al-Qaeda's plans against
America and constructs a compelling counternarrative to the West's supposed "war on Islam."

Ryan examines the Salafist roots of al-Qaeda ideology and the contributions of its most famous founders,
Osama Bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri, in a political-military context. He also reads the Arabic-language
works of lesser known theoreticians who have played an instrumental role in framing al-Qaeda's so-called
war of the oppressed. These authors readily cite the guerrilla strategies of Mao, Che Guevara, and the
mastermind of the Vietnam War, General Giap. They also incorporate the arguments of American theorists
writing on "fourth-generation warfare."

Through these texts, readers experience events as insiders see them, and by concentrating on the activities
and pronouncements of al-Qaeda's thought leaders, especially in Yemen, they discern the direct link between
al-Qaeda's tactics and trends in anti-U.S. terrorism. Ryan shows al-Qaeda's political-military strategy to be a
revolutionary and largely secular departure from the classic Muslim conception of jihad, adding invaluable
dimensions to the operational, psychological, and informational strategies already deployed by America's
military in the region.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Beck:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy:
The Deep Battle Against America (Columbia Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Eric Vegas:

The reason? Because this Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (Columbia
Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you
to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want
to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Kevin Shepherd:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (Columbia Studies in Terrorism
and Irregular Warfare) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then
become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Decoding Al-
Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (Columbia Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare)
giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

John Pace:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep
Battle Against America (Columbia Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare) or perhaps others sources



were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Decoding Al-
Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (Columbia Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare)
to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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