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In early twentieth-century Russia, suicide became a public act and a social phenomenon of exceptional scale,
a disquieting emblem of Russia's encounter with modernity. This 2007 book draws on an extensive range of
sources, from judicial records to the popular press, to examine the forms, meanings, and regulation of suicide
from the seventeenth century to 1914, placing developments into a pan-European context. It argues against
narratives of secularization that read the history of suicide as a trajectory from sin to insanity, crime to social
problem, and instead focuses upon the cultural politics of self-destruction. Suicide - the act, the body, the
socio-medical problem - became the site on which diverse authorities were established and contested, not
just the priest or the doctor but also the sovereign, the public, and the individual. This panoramic history of
modern Russia, told through the prism of suicide, rethinks the interaction between cultural forms, individual
agency, and systems of governance.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Orvis:

The experience that you get from Suicide and the Body Politic in Imperial Russia (Cambridge Social and
Cultural Histories) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you
get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Suicide and the Body Politic
in Imperial Russia (Cambridge Social and Cultural Histories) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Suicide and the Body Politic in Imperial
Russia (Cambridge Social and Cultural Histories) instantly.

David Miller:

Suicide and the Body Politic in Imperial Russia (Cambridge Social and Cultural Histories) can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Suicide and the Body Politic in Imperial Russia (Cambridge Social and
Cultural Histories) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial considering.

Benjamin Torres:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be examine. Suicide and the Body Politic in Imperial Russia (Cambridge Social and
Cultural Histories) can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Daniel Love:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Suicide and the Body Politic in
Imperial Russia (Cambridge Social and Cultural Histories) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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