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Alternating between nineteenth-century England and present-day New York, this is the story of renowned
British painter J. M. W. Turner and his circle of patrons and lovers. It is also the story of Henry Leiden, a
middle-aged family man with a troubled marriage and a dead-end job, who finds his life transformed by his
discovery of Turner’s The Center of the World, a mesmerizing and unsettling painting of Helen of Troy that
was thought to have been lost forever.
 
This painting has such devastating erotic power that it was kept hidden for almost two centuries, and was
even said to have been destroyed...until Henry stumbles upon it in a secret compartment at his summer home
in the Adirondacks. Though he knows it is an object of immense value, the thought of parting with it is
unbearable: Henry is transfixed by its revelation of a whole other world, one of transcendent light, joy, and
possibility.
 
Back in the nineteenth century, Turner struggles to create The Center of the World, his greatest painting, but
a painting unlike anything he (or anyone else) has ever attempted. We meet his patron, Lord Egremont, an
aristocrat in whose palatial home Turner talks freely about his art and his beliefs. We also meet Elizabeth
Spencer, Egremont’s mistress and Turner’s muse, the model for his Helen. Meanwhile, in the present, Henry
is relentlessly trailed by an unscrupulous art dealer determined to get his hands on the painting at any cost.
Filled with sex, beauty, and love (of all kinds), this richly textured novel explores the intersection between
art and eroticism.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cordeiro:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book The Center of the World had been making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The reserve The Center of the World is not only giving you more new information but also being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book The Center of the World. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Maria Huffman:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Center of the World your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The The Center of the World giving you another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book you
can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The Center of
the World will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Monique Hightower:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Center of the World can give you a lot of
pals because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like
an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Center of the World.
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