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In this study Dominick LaCapra addresses the ongoing concern with the application of theory - namely that
of literary studies and linguistics - to contemporary historical research and analysis. History and Reading is
an attempt to address the concerns of those scholars who either resist theoretical discussions or disavow the
use of interdisciplinary study.

LaCapra begins with an extensive discussion of the problem of reading and interpretation as it relates to the
understanding of history. The focus then moves to two classic texts that serve as case studies: Alexis de
Tocqueville's Old Régime and the French Revolution and Michel Foucault's Folie et déraison: Histoire de la
folie . l'âge classique (partially translated into English as Madness and Civilization). In the final chapter,
LaCapra deals with the problem of rethinking and reconfiguring French studies, suggesting how this
discipline could itself profit from the theoretical innovations for which it has been so important a conduit in
the last few decades.

LaCapra offers sensitive readings of Tocqueville and Foucault, authors who present vastly different narrative
strategies and modes of analysis. Looking at these and other theorists whose work addresses the writing and
understanding of history, he considers how their distinctive textual practices have transformed standard
modes of interpretation and analysis.

A distinguished and widely respected European historian, LaCapra offers a sophisticated consideration of
how to combine textual analysis with traditional historical practices, and shows how this practice can be
brought to bear on French studies and help to shape its future directions.
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From reader reviews:

William Fiscus:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this History and Reading: Tocqueville, Foucault,
French Studies (Green College Lecture Series) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question
History and Reading: Tocqueville, Foucault, French Studies (Green College Lecture Series) as good book
not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book
by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

David Beall:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This History and Reading:
Tocqueville, Foucault, French Studies (Green College Lecture Series) can be the response, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

William Oden:

You can get this History and Reading: Tocqueville, Foucault, French Studies (Green College Lecture Series)
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Mary Alejandro:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this History and Reading: Tocqueville, Foucault, French Studies
(Green College Lecture Series) can make you sense more interested to read.
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