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This title includes in-depth critical discussions of Maya Angelou's novel. Maya Angelou's ""I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings"" took the world by storm when it was published in 1969. As it shot to the top of best-
seller lists, it made Angelou one of the most recognized black women in America. Despite controversy over
its frank depiction of sexual abuse, the autobiography is still widely read in high schools and colleges across
the country. Three decades after it was published, readers continue to admire Angelou's artistry, wit, and
indomitable spirit. Edited by Mildred R. Mickle, Assistant Professor of English at Penn State Greater
Allegheny, this volume brings together a variety of critical offerings on Angelou's famous autobiography.
Mickle's introduction pays tribute to Angelou's achievement and examines the inspiration she drew from
Phillis Wheatley's civil rights advocacy as well as the similarities between ""Caged Bird"" and Harriet
Jacobs' ""Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl"" and Paul Lawrence Dunbar's poetry. ""The Paris Review""'s
Christopher Cox reminds readers of how revolutionary Angelou's autobiography was when it was published
and recounts the comments Angelou made on her work in an interview with George Plimpton. Four original
essays by Amy Sickels, Pamela Loos, Neil Heims, and Robert C. Evans provide valuable context for reader's
new to Angelou's work. Sickels discusses the historical events that surround Angelou's life: the civil rights,
black power, and black arts movements as well as the emergence of black women's literature with the first
publications of Toni Morrison, Nikki Giovanni, Alice Walker, and Lucille Clifton. Loos provides a survey of
the major pieces of criticism on ""Caged Bird"", paying special attention to the book's early reception and
how it fits in the autobiographical genre and slave narratives, as well as issues of race, gender, aesthetics, and
identity. Neil Heims discusses the struggle for a black identity through readings of both ""Caged Bird"" and
James Baldwin's ""If Beale Street Could Talk"". Finally, Robert C. Evans examines the role that both formal
and informal education play in the young Maya's maturation. The collection also includes ten previously
published essays that examine ""Caged Bird"" through a variety of lenses. Critics examine the character of
young Maya, noting how her rootlessness contributes to her perseverance and adaptability, as well as how
Angelou's narrative technique allows her to recount the details of incredible life without being controlled by
them. The book's treatment of sexual abuse is also investigated in the larger context of other black women's
narratives of sexual abuse. Other critics attend to ""Caged Bird""'s place in the genre of ethnic autobiography
and the particular challenges it presents to teachers seeking to expose students multicultural literature; the
childhood roots of Angelou's political activism; the influence of blues music on the narrative's structure; and,
the young Maya's relationships with the black community, literature, and the women in her life.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Williams:

Here thing why that I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Critical Insights) are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Critical Insights) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar
with I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Critical Insights). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
(Critical Insights) in e-book can be your choice.

Clifford Hudgins:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings (Critical Insights) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

David Brouwer:

This I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Critical Insights) is fresh way for you who has attention to look for
some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Critical
Insights) can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through
anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So
there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

John Harris:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Critical
Insights) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings (Critical Insights) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading which.
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