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The Magic Kingdom is a full-length investigation of the life of Walt Disney, arguably the principal architect
of mass culture in our time. By mid-century, "Uncle Walt" had become an American icon and was
universally acknowledged as the spokesman for the American way of life; yet, paradoxically, he was
instrumental in changing our social assumptions. Probing Disney's public life as a creative entrepreneur,
Steven Watts argues that Disney reflected a central irony of modern American culture: while proclaiming a
genuine allegiance to the values of an earlier age (self-reliance, the work ethic, the culture of domesticity,
sexual inhibition), he also took the lead in creating the modern world of consumer self-fulfillment. His great
creations - from Mickey Mouse to Disneyland - embody the transformation of American popular culture,
moving from the satirical edge of what Watts calls the "sentimental populism" of the Depression era to the
uncritical, celebratory "sentimental libertarianism" of the Cold War. Watts also digs deeply into Disney's
private life, investigating his roles as husband, father, and brother and providing fresh insight into his
peculiar psyche - his genuine folksiness and warmth, his domineering treatment of colleagues and friends,
his deepest prejudices and passions. Full of colorful sketches of daily life at the Disney Studio and tales
about the creation of Disneyland and Disney World, The Magic Kingdom offers a definitive view of one of
the most influential Americans in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Kraus:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The
Magic Kingdom: Walt Disney and the American Way of Life? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Jennifer Games:

Beside this specific The Magic Kingdom: Walt Disney and the American Way of Life in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Magic Kingdom: Walt Disney and the
American Way of Life because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Clara Gay:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Magic Kingdom: Walt Disney and the
American Way of Life can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have
issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Magic
Kingdom: Walt Disney and the American Way of Life.

Lloyd Lake:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Magic
Kingdom: Walt Disney and the American Way of Life.
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