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The development of jazz and swing in the African-American community in Los Angeles in the years before
the second World War received a boost from the arrival of a significant numbers of musicians from Chicago
and the southwestern states. In Swingin’ on Central: African-American Jazz in Los Angeles, a new study of
that vibrant jazz community, music historian and jazz journalist Peter Vacher traveled between Los Angeles
and London over several years in order to track down key figures and interview them for this oral history of
one of the most swinging jazz scenes in the United States.

Vacher recreates the energy and vibrancy of the Central Avenue scene through first-hand accounts from such
West Coast notables as trumpeters Andy Blakeney , George Orendorff, and McLure “Red Mack” Morris;
pianists Betty Hall Jones, Chester Lane, and Gideon Honore, saxophonists Chuck Thomas, Jack McVea, and
Caughey Roberts Jr; drummers Jesse Sailes, Red Minor Robinson, and Nathaniel “Monk” McFay; and
others. Throughout, readers learn the story behind the formative years of these musicians, most of whom
have never been interviewed until now. While not exactly headliners—nor heavily recorded—this
community of jazz musicians was among the most talented in pre-war America. Arriving in Los Angeles at a
time when black Americans faced restrictions on where they could live and work, jazz artists of color
commonly found themselves limited to the Central Avenue area. This scene, supplemented by road travel,
constituted their daily bread as players—with none of them making it to New York. Through their own
words, Vacher tells their story in Los Angeles, offering along the way a close look at the role the black
musicians union played in their lives while also taking on jazz historiography’s comparative neglect of these
West Coast players.

Music historians with a particular interest in pre-bop jazz in California will find much new material here as
Vacher paints a world of luxurious white nightclubs with black bands, ghetto clubs and after-hours joints, a
world within a world that resulted from the migration of black musicians to the West Coast.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

This Swingin' on Central Avenue: African American Jazz in Los Angeles are generally reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Swingin' on Central Avenue:
African American Jazz in Los Angeles can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Swingin' on Central Avenue: African American Jazz in Los
Angeles forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Chuck Deschenes:

The book untitled Swingin' on Central Avenue: African American Jazz in Los Angeles contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Ismael Soliz:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Swingin' on Central Avenue: African
American Jazz in Los Angeles was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Swingin' on Central Avenue: African American Jazz in Los Angeles has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Mary Moore:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By the book Swingin' on Central Avenue: African American Jazz in Los Angeles we can acquire
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book.
Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Swingin'
on Central Avenue: African American Jazz in Los Angeles. You can more desirable than now.
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