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In this cultural and intellectual history, David Burns contends that the influence of biblical criticism in
America was more widespread than has been thought. Burns proves this point by uncovering the hidden
history of the radical historical Jesus, a construct created and sustained by freethinkers, feminists, socialists,
and anarchists during the Gilded Age and Progressive Era. The result of this exploration is a new narrative
revealing that Cyrenus Ward, Caroline Bartlett, George Herron, Bouck White, and other radical religionists
had an impact on the history of religion in America rivaling that of recognized religious intellectuals such as
Shailer Mathews, Charles Briggs, Francis Peabody, and Walter Rauschenbusch.

The methods utilized by radical religionists were different from those employed by elite liberal divines,
however, and part of a larger struggle over the relationship between religion and civilization. There were
numerous reasons for this conflict, but Burns argues that the primary cause was that key radical religionists
used Ernest Renan's The Life of Jesus to create an imaginative brand of biblical criticism that struck a
balance between the demands of reason and the doctrines of religion. And this measured approach allowed
Robert Ingersoll, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Eugene Debs, and other secular-minded thinkers who sought to
purge Christianity of its supernatural dimensions to still find something wonderful in the religious
imagination and make common cause with an ancient peasant from Galilee.

This provocative blend of reason and religion produced a vibrant countercultural movement that spanned
communities, classes, and creeds and makes The Life and Death of the Radical Historical Jesus a book that
deserves a wide readership in an era when public intellectuals and politicians on both the left and right draw
rigid lines between the secular and the sacred.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Yates:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Life and Death of the Radical Historical Jesus
(Religion in America) as your daily resource information.

David Rivera:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Life and Death of the Radical Historical Jesus (Religion in America) your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The The Life and Death of the Radical Historical Jesus
(Religion in America) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Laurence Terry:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. The Life and Death of the Radical Historical Jesus (Religion in America) can be
your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Tara Reynolds:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can observe
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to your
account is The Life and Death of the Radical Historical Jesus (Religion in America) this publication consist a
lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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