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On January 5, 2012, President Obama announced a new defense strategy entitled “Sustaining U.S. Global
Leadership: Priorities for 21st Century Defense,” and commonly referred to as the defense strategic guidance
or “DSG”. The DSG was significant at the time because it was explicitly intended to reshape future
Department of Defense (DOD) priorities, activities, and budget requests for the following decade. That
reshaping meant, in part, reducing defense spending by about $487 billion over 10 years, to meet the initial
budget caps set in the Budget Control Act (BCA) of 2011. And it meant in part refining DOD’s 10-year
strategic outlook in response to changes in the global security environment and the end of the decade of
warfare that followed the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.

The DSG is significant now, in 2013, because it is still intended to serve as the strategic foundation for
further DOD policy and resource decision-making, under tighter fiscal constraints. By all accounts, the
Strategic Choices and Management Review (SCMR), conducted by DOD at the direction of Secretary of
Defense Chuck Hagel during spring 2013, adopted the DSG as its baseline and tested options for cutting
costs against the impact such steps might have on DOD’s ability to execute that defense strategy. The
Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR), which is statutorily mandated to be conducted in 2013, with a report
based on the review due to Congress in February 2014, is also expected to be based broadly on the premises
of the DSG.

Importantly, the DSG did not account for the possibility of sequestration—further significant, across-the-
board cuts triggered by the BCA. At the time the DSG was issued, defense officials stated that, were they
directed to find an additional $500 billion in cuts, the guidance would not apply, and DOD would have to
shed “missions and commitments and capabilities that we believe are necessary to protect core U.S. national
security interests.” This year, discussing the outcome of the SCMR, senior DOD officials argued that
sequester-level budget cuts would “break” some parts of the defense strategy as reflected in the DSG, and
that an “in-between” approach, half-way between sequester-level cuts and the President’s budget request,
would “bend” the strategy.

Some observers have wondered whether the next step should be further evaluating the risks posed to the
execution of the strategy by proposed spending cuts; or whether the next step should be, instead,
reconsidering the objectives and priorities of the strategy itself in the context of tighter fiscal constraints. Of
course, one might explore both of those approaches simultaneously. This CRS report highlights and analyzes
key strategic-level issues raised by the DSG.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

The particular book In Brief: Assessing the January 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance (DSG) will bring you
to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book In Brief: Assessing the January
2012 Defense Strategic Guidance (DSG) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ruth Lynch:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this In Brief: Assessing the January 2012
Defense Strategic Guidance (DSG) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation In Brief: Assessing the
January 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance (DSG) as good book not only by the cover but also with the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Richard Ortega:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on
the bed? Do you need something new? This In Brief: Assessing the January 2012 Defense Strategic
Guidance (DSG) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Jennifer Fountain:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the In Brief: Assessing the January 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance (DSG) when you
essential it?
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