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Children are thoroughly, shockingly queer, as Kathryn Bond Stockton explains in The Queer Child, where
she examines children’s strangeness, even some children’s subliminal “gayness,” in the twentieth century.
Estranging, broadening, darkening forms of children emerge as this book illuminates the child queered by
innocence, the child queered by color, the child queered by Freud, the child queered by money, and the
grown homosexual metaphorically seen as a child (or as an animal), alongside the gay child. What might the
notion of a “gay” child do to conceptions of the child? How might it outline the pain, closets, emotional
labors, sexual motives, and sideways movements that attend all children, however we deny it?

Engaging and challenging the work of sociologists, legal theorists, and historians, Stockton coins the term
“growing sideways” to describe ways of growing that defy the usual sense of growing “up” in a linear
trajectory toward full stature, marriage, reproduction, and the relinquishing of childish ways. Growing
sideways is a mode of irregular growth involving odd lingerings, wayward paths, and fertile delays.
Contending that children’s queerness is rendered and explored best in fictional forms, including literature,
film, and television, Stockton offers dazzling readings of works ranging from novels by Henry James,
Radclyffe Hall, Virginia Woolf, Djuna Barnes, and Vladimir Nabokov to the movies Guess Who’s Coming
to Dinner, The Hanging Garden, Heavenly Creatures, Hoop Dreams, and the 2005 remake of Willy Wonka
and the Chocolate Factory. The result is a fascinating look at children’s masochism, their interactions with
pedophiles and animals, their unfathomable, hazy motives (leading them at times into sex, seduction,
delinquency, and murder), their interracial appetites, and their love of consumption and destruction through
the alluring economy of candy.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Henson:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Queer Child, or Growing Sideways
in the Twentieth Century (Series Q) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book
or ideal book with you?

Alice Navarro:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a reserve. The book The Queer Child, or Growing Sideways in the Twentieth
Century (Series Q) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book features high quality.

James Melendez:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you is The Queer Child, or Growing Sideways in the Twentieth Century (Series Q) this publication consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Jeff Weaver:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is actually The Queer Child, or Growing Sideways in the Twentieth Century
(Series Q). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into



precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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