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Professionally converted for accurate flowing-text e-book format reproduction, this unique USAF
publication outlines the role of strategic bombing in the 1991 Persian Gulf War. The U.S. Air Force (USAF)
demonstrated that a new era in strategic bombing had begun. Air power could now destroy key portions of a
country's military and economic infrastructure without resort to nuclear weapons and heavy bombers and
with low losses to both the attacker and enemy civilians. This achievement rested on technology, which both
increased bombing accuracy and decreased the effectiveness of enemy defenses, and the reexamination and
reapplication of traditional strategic bombing theory by USAF planning officers. Alone of the world's air
forces the USAF possessed a 2,000-pound bomb designed to penetrate many feet of hardened concrete and
steel. Its use destroyed the most heavily protected and important Iraqi targets. American anti-radar missiles
intimidated Iraqi radar operators, leaving middle and upper altitudes free for Coalition air operations.
American stealth technology, in the form of the F-117A fighter gave the attacker virtual invulnerability while
leaving the enemy defenseless. Behind this new technology lay the USAF planning officers, who laid out
their offensive in a logical manner designed to minimize both friendly and enemy casualties while excising
Iraq's military potential. The offensive, of course, did not achieve one hundred percent perfection, but it
carried out its goals in a manner sure to make any future aggressor state hesitate to call such destruction
down upon itself.

From January 17 to February 28, 1991, aircraft of the United States Air Force (USAF), United States Navy
(USN), and United States Marine Corps (USMC), under the control of the United States Central Command
(USCENTCOM) as well as contingents of the air forces of eleven other western European and Arab
countries, all under the aegis of the United Nations (U.N.), systematically attacked and destroyed targets
inside Iraq and Iraqi armed forces occupying Kuwait. The air attack was the international community's
response to Iraq's occupation of Kuwait, a small oil-rich Kingdom at the western end of the Persian Gulf, on
August 2, 1990, and its obdurate refusal to abandon its conquest. The air war against Iraq consisted of two
separate campaigns distinguished by different sets of targets. In the campaign in the Kuwaiti Theater of
Operations (KTO)/ Coalition air forces had three objectives; suppression of Iraqi air defenses in the KTO;
preparation of the battlefield for a planned Coalition ground attack (by striking Iraqi ground forces and
interdicting Iraqi supply lines), and support of Coalition ground force operations with tactical airlift and
aerial firepower.

The second air campaign, the strategic bombardment of Iraq, struck at twelve sets of strategic targets. It
sought to disrupt Iraq's air defense system, destroy its nuclear, biological and chemical weapons' research,
production, and storage; demolish its offensive strategic weapon systems (short-range ballistic missiles
[Scuds] and bombers); cripple its oil production and electrical industries; impair its war industry; and nullify
its communications system. In addition, USAF planners hoped to "incapacitate" Saddam Hussein's regime.
This objective had the readily apparent, but unstated, goal of creating a set of conditions within Iraq
conducive to the overthrow of its political leadership. This work focuses on the use of strategic air



power—on Coalition air operations devoted to the strategic bombardment of Iraq. It does not address directly
the large-scale and deadly tactical air operations in the KTO, which consumed seventy-five percent of the
total Coalition air effort.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Decisive
Force: Strategic Bombing in the Gulf War - Desert Storm, Post-Vietnam Technology and Doctrine Changes,
F-117A Stealth Fighter, E-3 AWACS, General Horner, Scud Missiles, Baghdad Attacks.

Henry McMahon:

The reason why? Because this Decisive Force: Strategic Bombing in the Gulf War - Desert Storm, Post-
Vietnam Technology and Doctrine Changes, F-117A Stealth Fighter, E-3 AWACS, General Horner, Scud
Missiles, Baghdad Attacks is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book
possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Martha Robertson:

Decisive Force: Strategic Bombing in the Gulf War - Desert Storm, Post-Vietnam Technology and Doctrine
Changes, F-117A Stealth Fighter, E-3 AWACS, General Horner, Scud Missiles, Baghdad Attacks can be one
of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement
in writing Decisive Force: Strategic Bombing in the Gulf War - Desert Storm, Post-Vietnam Technology and
Doctrine Changes, F-117A Stealth Fighter, E-3 AWACS, General Horner, Scud Missiles, Baghdad Attacks
although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage
of crucial contemplating.



Stacy Brooks:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. Decisive Force: Strategic Bombing in the Gulf War - Desert Storm, Post-Vietnam Technology and
Doctrine Changes, F-117A Stealth Fighter, E-3 AWACS, General Horner, Scud Missiles, Baghdad Attacks
can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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