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Humans have long turned to gardens—both real and imaginary—for sanctuary from the frenzy and tumult
that surrounds them. Those gardens may be as far away from everyday reality as Gilgamesh’s garden of the
gods or as near as our own backyard, but in their very conception and the marks they bear of human care and
cultivation, gardens stand as restorative, nourishing, necessary havens.

With Gardens, Robert Pogue Harrison graces readers with a thoughtful, wide-ranging examination of the
many ways gardens evoke the human condition. Moving from from the gardens of ancient philosophers to
the gardens of homeless people in contemporary New York, he shows how, again and again, the garden has
served as a check against the destruction and losses of history.  The ancients, explains Harrison, viewed
gardens as both a model and a location for the laborious self-cultivation and self-improvement that are
essential to serenity and enlightenment, an association that has continued throughout the ages. The Bible and
Qur’an; Plato’s Academy and Epicurus’s Garden School; Zen rock and Islamic carpet gardens; Boccaccio,
Rihaku, Capek, Cao Xueqin, Italo Calvino, Ariosto, Michel Tournier, and Hannah Arendt—all come into
play as this work explores the ways in which the concept and reality of the garden has informed human
thinking about mortality, order, and power.

 

Alive with the echoes and arguments of Western thought, Gardens is a fitting continuation of the intellectual
journeys of Harrison’s earlier classics, Forests and The Dominion of the Dead. Voltaire famously urged us to
cultivate our gardens; with this compelling volume, Robert Pogue Harrison reminds us of the nature of that
responsibility—and its enduring importance to humanity.

 

"I find myself completely besotted by a new book titled Garden
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From reader reviews:

Tara Wilson:

The book Gardens: An Essay on the Human Condition can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book
Gardens: An Essay on the Human Condition? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book Gardens: An Essay on the Human Condition has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a guide. So
it is very wonderful.

Anna Brooks:

This Gardens: An Essay on the Human Condition book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This particular Gardens: An Essay on the Human Condition without we know teach the one who reading
through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Gardens: An Essay on the
Human Condition can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Gardens: An Essay on the Human
Condition having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

James McDonald:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Gardens: An
Essay on the Human Condition suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Gardens: An Essay on the Human Conditionis one of several books this everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new age that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all
of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Colleen Greenwood:

The actual book Gardens: An Essay on the Human Condition will bring you to the new experience of reading
a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this
book very acceptable to you. The book Gardens: An Essay on the Human Condition is much recommended
to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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