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The politically embroiled and sharply divided Council of Nicaea (325) provided a turbulent beginning to
Christianity's struggle for self-definition in the political arena. Questions of ultimate truth aside, those who
could legally claim the title of Christian orthodoxy were those whose teachings had the backing of the
emperor's legal and military authority. Despite the concrete decisions of 325 and the ecumenical council's
attempt to create an imperial orthodoxy, the decades that followed witnessed ongoing battles between those
Christians who supported the council's outcome and those who did not.

This book investigates the complex anti-Jewish and anti-Judaizing rhetoric of Ephrem, a fourth-century poet,
deacon, and theologian from eastern Roman Syria whose Syriac-language writings remain unfamiliar and
linguistically inaccessible to centuries of scholars who study the well-known Greek and Latin writings of his
contemporaries. A critical reading of Ephrem's numerous poetic writings demonstrates that his sharp anti-
Jewish and anti-Judaizing language helped to solidify a pro-Nicene definition of Christian orthodoxy, cutting
off from that community in the very act of defining it his so-called Judaizing and Arian Christian opponents,
both of whom he accused of being more like Jews than Christians. Through carefully crafted rhetoric,
Ephrem constructed for his audience new social and theological parameters that reshaped the religious
landscape of his community. This book shows that the anti-Jewish polemic of Ephrem's hymns represents his
calculated efforts to leave his Syrian congregation with no viable alternative but to conform to the Council of
Nicaea, his own model for Christian orthodoxy.

Comparing Ephrem's texts with the contemporary Greek writings of Athanasius, the renowned bishop of
Alexandria, Christine Shepardson reveals the significant role that anti-Jewish rhetoric played more broadly
in this critical fourth-century theological conflict, and demonstrates that long-ignored Syriac-speaking
Christians such as Ephrem participated fully in the fierce struggle to define Christian orthodoxy for the
Roman Empire.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Christine Shepardson is assistant professor in the Department of Religious Studies and adjunct faculty
member in the Department of Classics at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:



"A number of especially interesting points arise in the course of this study. . . . Like all good scholars,
Shepardson leaves her readers asking new questions. All libraries that support study of late antiquity, early
Christianity, and early Judaism should possess this useful study." ? Paul S. Russell, Catholic Historical
Review

"Among Shepardson's achievements is her contribution to the growing evidence that Ephrem was not as
isolated from the Christological debates occurring within the Roman empire as was once thought.
Furthermore, this study is a success because it insists that Ephrem's anti-Jewish rhetoric must be read within
its literary and historical contexts."?Craig Morrison, Journal of Theological Studies

"In terms of Syriac studies, not only does Shepardson place Ephrem more concretely into the fourth-century
Roman world, but her work is exemplary also in her clear use of method while not compromising on close
engagement with the text."?Carmen Maier, Theological Studies
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From reader reviews:

Bruce England:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Anti-Judaism and Christian
Orthodoxy: Ephrem's Hymns in Fourth-Century Syria (Patristic Monograph Series). All type of book would
you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Patricia Nebeker:

The book Anti-Judaism and Christian Orthodoxy: Ephrem's Hymns in Fourth-Century Syria (Patristic
Monograph Series) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book.
This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Carrie Francis:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Anti-Judaism and Christian
Orthodoxy: Ephrem's Hymns in Fourth-Century Syria (Patristic Monograph Series) is simple to deliver you
can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often
the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tara Winston:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
record in your reading list is actually Anti-Judaism and Christian Orthodoxy: Ephrem's Hymns in Fourth-
Century Syria (Patristic Monograph Series). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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