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Renowned today for his contribution to the rise of the modern European fairy tale, Giovan Francesco
Straparola (c. 1480–c. 1557) is particularly known for his dazzling anthology The Pleasant Nights.
Originally published in Venice in 1550 and 1553, this collection features seventy-three folk stories, fables,
jests, and pseudo-histories, including nine tales we might now designate for ‘mature readers’ and seventeen
proto-fairy tales. Nearly all of these stories, including classics such as ‘Puss in Boots,’ made their first ever
appearance in this collection; together, the tales comprise one of the most varied and engaging Renaissance
miscellanies ever produced. Its appeal sustained it through twenty-six editions in the first sixty years.

This full critical edition of The Pleasant Nights presents these stories in English for the first time in over a
century. The text takes its inspiration from the celebrated Waters translation, which is entirely revised here to
render it both more faithful to the original and more sparkishly idiomatic than ever before. The stories are
accompanied by a rich sampling of illustrations, including originals from nineteenth-century English and
French versions of the text.

As a comprehensive critical and historical edition, these volumes contain far more information on the stories
than can be found in any existing studies, literary histories, or Italian editions of the work. Donald Beecher
provides a lengthy introduction discussing Straparola as an author, the nature of fairy tales and their passage
through oral culture, and how this phenomenon provides a new reservoir of stories for literary adaptation.
Moreover, the stories all feature extensive commentaries analysing not only their themes but also their
fascinating provenances, drawing on thousands of analogue tales going back to ancient Sanskrit, Persian, and
Arabic stories.

Immensely entertaining and readable, The Pleasant Nights will appeal to anyone interested in fairy tales,
ancient stories, and folk creations. Such readers will also enjoy Beecher’s academically solid and erudite
commentaries, which unfold in a manner as light and amusing as the stories themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Henderson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The
Pleasant Nights - Volume 2 (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Linda Long:

This The Pleasant Nights - Volume 2 (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) usually are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Pleasant Nights - Volume 2 (Lorenzo
Da Ponte Italian Library) can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this The Pleasant Nights - Volume 2 (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Bryant Kelly:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The Pleasant Nights - Volume 2 (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The The Pleasant Nights - Volume 2 (Lorenzo Da Ponte
Italian Library) giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
data for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Violet Iverson:

The book untitled The Pleasant Nights - Volume 2 (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you
can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have
a nice examine.
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