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This landmark presentation at last makes heard the centuries of Zen's female voices. Through exploring the
teachings and history of Zen's female ancestors, from the time of the Buddha to ancient and modern female
masters in China, Korea, and Japan, Grace Schireson offers us a view of a more balanced Dharma practice,
one that is especially applicable to our complex lives, embedded as they are in webs of family relations and
responsibilities, and the challenges of love and work.

Part I of this book describes female practitioners as they are portrayed in the classic literature of "Patriarchs'
Zen"--often as "tea-ladies," bit players in the drama of male students' enlightenments; as "iron maidens,"
tough-as-nails women always jousting with their male counterparts; or women who themselves become
"macho masters," teaching the same Patriarchs' Zen as the men do. Part II of this book presents a different
view--a view of how women Zen masters entered Zen practice and how they embodied and taught Zen
uniquely as women. This section examines many urgent and illuminating questions about our Zen
grandmothers: How did it affect them to be taught by men? What did they feel as they trying to fit into this
male practice environment, and how did their Zen training help them with their feelings? How did their lives
and relationships differ from that of their male teachers? How did they express the Dharma in their own way
for other female students? How was their teaching consistently different from that of male ancestors? And
then part III explores how women's practice provides flexible and pragmatic solutions to issues arising in
contemporary Western Zen centers.
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From reader reviews:

Katy Pinkham:

This book untitled Zen Women: Beyond Tea Ladies, Iron Maidens, and Macho Masters to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Karon Hall:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Zen Women: Beyond Tea Ladies, Iron Maidens, and
Macho Masters can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have thing that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing
more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Zen Women: Beyond Tea Ladies,
Iron Maidens, and Macho Masters.

Ila Robinette:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book Zen Women: Beyond Tea Ladies, Iron Maidens, and Macho Masters was
filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Jimmy Miller:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Zen Women: Beyond Tea Ladies, Iron Maidens, and Macho Masters when you required it?
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