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Luigi Pirandello’s “Henry IV” opened to general acclaim at the Teatro Manzoni in Milan on February 24,
1922, less than a year after his revolutionary theatrical achievement, “Six Characters in Search of an
Author.” The title of the later play suggests a historical drama, recalling Shakespeare’s great history plays.
Yet “Henry IV” is instead anti-historical in that it “plays with” history, presenting historical events not as
sequential and true, but as simultaneous and as an imaginary refuge. Henry IV (whose real name is not
given) lives in a fake medieval castle where everyone must wear the costume of a historical figure. He is a
twentieth-century Italian aristocrat whose madness traps him in the role of the Holy Roman Emperor, the
German Henry IV, who reigned from 1056 until 1105. Numerous comparisons have been made between
Pirandello’s “Henry IV” and Shakespeare’s “Hamlet.” The affinities between their protagonists include
madness, along with the pretense of madness, involving a consummate theatricality. Like other “mad”
Pirandello characters, the man consumed by the role of Emperor Henry IV has been judged to be insane by a
society that he judges to be insane. Madness, for Pirandello, can reveal a particular lucidity that gives access
to truths not evident to “normal” people. Pirandello’s one-act play “The License” (“La Patente,” 1918),
displays an earlier version of this theme. Its main character, Rosario Chiachiaro, may be mad or pretending
to be mad as he also dons a costume and prepares to play a role for the rest of his life, the role of a purveyor
of the “evil eye” — his means of self defense against a society consumed by hypocrisy and superstition. —
“After the brilliant translation of “Six Characters in Search of an Author,” Mary Ann Witt and Martha Witt
return to Pirandello with yet a bigger challenge: translating the complex play “Henry IV” and placing it next
to “The License,” a much less performed work. The insightful and original introduction well supports this
coupling, which is based on the theme of madness, so central in Pirandello’s production. An absolute must
read for understanding Pirandello’s work.” — Daniela Bini, University of Texas, Austin — “At once elegant
and absorbing, subversive and vibrant, this superb translation of Pirandello’s story of the bankruptcy of
reason and of the seemingly pointlessness of life, is truly one ripping good read. Catching the humor of a
desperately moving journey of self-invention and unpredictability, the translators skillfully succeed in
bringing out Pirandello’s bleak and yet life-affirming creation of alternative worlds in a drama that — just
like the short one-act play that accompanies it — tells us much about the human condition and the society’s
role in policing it.” — Valeria Finucci, Duke University A new English translation with introduction, notes
and bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Abraham:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Henry IV: Followed by "The License" (Italica
Renaissance and Modern Plays) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jaime Howell:

Beside this specific Henry IV: Followed by "The License" (Italica Renaissance and Modern Plays) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow village. It is good thing to have Henry IV: Followed by "The License" (Italica Renaissance and
Modern Plays) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Paula Salas:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Henry IV: Followed by "The License" (Italica Renaissance and Modern
Plays) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Jose Higham:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the Henry
IV: Followed by "The License" (Italica Renaissance and Modern Plays) when you essential it?
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