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How many people achieve a cult following because of their writing in mathematics? Only a handful, and
Martin Gardner is among the most well known and well loved. Not only did he present a notoriously difficult
subject in an engaging and accessible way, but in doing so, he attracted an incredibly broad readership. His
correspondents ranged from academics like Roger Penrose and John Horton Conway to artists MC Escher
and Salvador Dali to writer Isaac Asimov. His "Mathematical Games" column in Scientific American ran
nearly every month for 26 years and was one of the most popular in the magazine's history. Gardner would
have celebrated his 100th birthday this October, and to mark the occasion we've created this eBook
collection, Martin Gardner: The Magic and Mystery of Numbers. In this anthology, we strove to create a new
"slice" through his wealth of material. Here, we focus on all flavors of number, from common integers and
negative numbers to figurate numbers and the exotic random number, Omega, which can be described but
not computed.

Some of these columns are less well known than, say, his writings about flexagons, but they are no less fun.
In true Gardner fashion, they leap from magic and games—as well as art, music, and literature—to flashes of
deep mathematical insight. Lattice integers become a billiards challenge and surreal numbers spawn a host of
related games. The "abracadabric number e," quoting French entomologist Jean-Henri Fabre, leads to
spiders' webs and compounded interest. The binary Gray code inspires a poem and cracks the classic Chinese
Rings puzzle. And binary numbers unlock mind-reading tricks and the Tower of Hanoi. Almost every
column offers up problems for readers to solve and test their understanding—along with the answers for
anyone easily frustrated. We hope that they will prove as inspirational to readers now as they did to earlier
audiences.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

This Martin Gardner: The Magic and Mystery of Numbers book is not really ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Martin Gardner: The Magic and Mystery of Numbers without we
know teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Martin
Gardner: The Magic and Mystery of Numbers can bring when you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Martin
Gardner: The Magic and Mystery of Numbers having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Donovan Houseman:

The actual book Martin Gardner: The Magic and Mystery of Numbers will bring that you the new experience
of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just
read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Martin Gardner: The Magic and Mystery of Numbers is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Aubrey Newsome:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Martin Gardner: The Magic and
Mystery of Numbers can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have
Martin Gardner: The Magic and Mystery of Numbers.

Heather Wade:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Martin Gardner: The Magic and Mystery of Numbers can make you really feel more interested to read.
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