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Kurt Vonnegut, six years after his passing, remains one of the most popular and influential novelists of the
past half-century. Now Greg Mitchell, award-winning author and magazine writer--and a Vonnegut fan
going back to "Cat's Cradle"--recounts for the first time his "conversations and close encounters of the weird
kind" with the novelist starting in 1970, just after Vonnegut first reached a mass audience with his classic
"Slaughterhouse-Five," and continuing for years after.

It's an insightful, unique and often very funny profile of the artist as he confronted unexpected fans, fame and
fortune for the rest of his life. Vonnegut hailed one of Mitchell's pieces about him as "daring and
imaginative...I admire you terrifically as a writer."

Mitchell quotes extensively from his interviews with Vonnegut, and from letters the novelist sent him. It's all
vintage Vonnegut: on war and pacifism, drugs and booze, writing and performing, his many young fans--and
growing old himself. Hard truths and "benign lies." Nixon and Bush. With plenty of dark humor along the
way.

Included in its entirety is one of the most acclaimed profiles of Vonnegut ever: Mitchell's 1974 cover story
for the legendary Crawdaddy magazine. Mitchell, the first to write under the byline of Vonnegut's most
famous creation, Kilgore Trout, combined quotes from his actual interview with Vonnegut with a wild
fictional reunion of the novelist's other recurring characters one day in New York--a tribute to his greatest
work (and cleverest lines). Vonnegut's response: "Against all odds, hey presto, you made the chips all fit
together in the same machine. Nice, nice, very nice."

Early on, Vonnegut wrote to Mitchell: "I have decided that I have been stupid about life, have been
unnecessarily unhappy for too long, and it is too early to give any reports on my belated to pursuit of
happiness." This cogent and witty book, "Vonnegut and Me," shows and tells part of what happened in that
pursuit, from 1970 to the novelist's death in 2007.
__
Greg Mitchell has written more than a dozen books, including "The Campaign of the Century: Upton
Sinclair's Race for Governor of California" (winner of the Goldsmith Book Prize), "Tricky Dick and the Pink
Lady" (a New York Times Notable Book) and with Robert Jay Lifton, "Hiroshima in America." He writes
daily for the The Nation and he is the former editor of Editor & Publisher. His most recent books include
"Atomic Cover-up," "Hollywood Bomb" and a pair of books related to WikiLeaks and Bradley Manning.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Gilbert:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will
require this VONNEGUT AND ME: Conversations and Close Encounters.

Peter Barba:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this VONNEGUT AND ME:
Conversations and Close Encounters book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Scott Tucker:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking VONNEGUT AND
ME: Conversations and Close Encounters that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick VONNEGUT AND ME: Conversations and
Close Encounters become your own starter.

Teresa Obannon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims VONNEGUT AND ME: Conversations
and Close Encounters.
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