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From the legendary Famous Trials series of real-life courtroom dramas, two classic murder trials
abridged and refreshed as Penguin Specials for modern readers, selected and introduced by Alex
McBride, author of Defending the Guilty

Thomas Cream, erstwhile Sunday school teacher and serial poisoner, has an unsettling air and wonky eye.
He also happens to be a doctor, which provides him with ample means and an ideal cover for his murderous
activities. His victims are vulnerable young women, whose trust he gains with drinks and trips to the music
hall, before offering them pills or swigs from a medicine bottle. A few hours later, they are dying in agony.

The Honourable Thomas Ley, meanwhile, has an even better disguise: he's the former Justice Minister for
New South Wales and a successful businessman, albeit with a shady past. Rumours abound when a political
opponent disappears without trace and a business partner winds up at the bottom of a cliff.

Neither killer can help themselves - and this, in the end, leads to their downfall - and both defy our
comprehension. Brilliantly reconstructed here, their trials, in 1892 and 1947, reveal a deeply sinister
conundrum: by the time you've discovered the secrets in their heart, it's inevitably much too late.

The legendary Famous Trials series set the benchmark for historical crime writing with its accounts of the
most notorious and intriguing criminal trials of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Expertly reconstructed
from court transcripts, these often sensational narratives have gripped generations of readers since they first
appeared in 1941. In this digital edition, two of the very best Famous Trials have been selected, introduced
and further abridged by criminal barrister and author Alex McBride to provide modern readers with the most
compelling versions yet of these court-room classics.

Alex McBride is a criminal barrister. His book Defending the Guilty: Truth and Lies in the Criminal
Courtroom was shortlisted for the 2010 Crime Writers' Association Gold Dagger for Non-Fiction and is
available in Penguin. He has written for the Guardian, Independent, Prospect and New Statesman, and has
contributed to various BBC programmes, including From Our Own Correspondent.

'Expert, authoritative, hilarious - an insider's fearless account of life at the criminal bar'Times Literary
Supplement Books of the Year on Defending the Guilty
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From reader reviews:

Larry Carvajal:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Famous Trials: Thrill-Killers (Penguin Specials). You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book
Famous Trials: Thrill-Killers (Penguin Specials). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Michael Herndon:

The book Famous Trials: Thrill-Killers (Penguin Specials) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book
Famous Trials: Thrill-Killers (Penguin Specials)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Famous Trials: Thrill-Killers (Penguin Specials) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Donna Cancel:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Famous Trials: Thrill-Killers
(Penguin Specials) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Patricia Stewart:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This Famous Trials: Thrill-Killers (Penguin Specials) can give you a
lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Famous Trials: Thrill-Killers (Penguin
Specials).
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