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In the early years of World War I1, it was an amazing feat for an Allied airman shot down over occupied
Europe to make it back to England. By 1943, however, pilots and crewmembers, supplied with "escape kits,"
knew they had a 50 percent chance of evading capture and returning home. An estimated 12,000 French
civilians helped make this possible. More than 5,000 airmen, many of them American, successfully traveled
along escape lines organized much like those of the U.S. Underground Railroad, using secret codes and
stopping in safe houses. If caught, they risked internment in a POW camp. But the French, Belgian, and
Dutch civilians who aided them risked torture and even death. Sherri Ottis writes candidly about the pilots
and crewmen who walked out of occupied Europe, as well as the British intelligence agency in charge of
Escape and Evasion. But her main focus is on the helpers, those patriots who have been all but ignored in
English-language books and journals. To research their stories, Ottis hiked the Pyrenees and interviewed
many of the survivors. She tells of the extreme difficulty they had in avoiding Nazi infiltration by double
agents;, of their creativity in hiding evadersin their homes, sometimes in the midst of unexpected searches; of
their generosity in sharing their meager food supplies during wartime; and of their unflagging spirit and
courage in the face of awar fought on avery personal level.
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From reader reviews:
Betty Ahlstrom:

The book Silent Heroes: Downed Airmen and the French Underground can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we |leave the best thing like abook Silent Heroes:
Downed Airmen and the French Underground? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to
share al of these. Book Silent Heroes: Downed Airmen and the French Underground has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by start
and read ae-book. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Landers;

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read any
book. It isredly funin your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent al day long to
reading a publication. The book Silent Heroes: Downed Airmen and the French Underground it is extremely
good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore
simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Lois Hutter:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extratime or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read
isusually Silent Heroes: Downed Airmen and the French Underground.

Ronald Folk:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Silent Heroes: Downed Airmen and the French
Underground or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher aswell as students
especially. Those publications are hel ping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Silent Heroes: Downed Airmen and the French Underground to make your spare



time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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