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Barry Dainton presents a fascinating new account of the self, the key to which is experiential or phenomenal
continuity.

Provided our mental life continues we can easily imagine ourselves surviving the most dramatic physical
alterations, or even moving from one body to another. It was this fact that led John Locke to conclude that a
credible account of our persistence conditions - an account which reflects how we actually conceive of
ourselves - should be framed in terms of mental rather than material continuity. But mental continuity comes
in different forms. Most of Locke's contemporary followers agree that our continued existence is secured by
psychological continuity, which they take to be made up of memories, beliefs, intentions, personality traits,
and the like. Dainton argues that a better and more believable account can be framed in terms of the sort of
continuity we find in our streams of consciousness from moment to moment. Why? Simply because provided
this continuity is not lost - provided our streams of consciousness flow on - we can easily imagine ourselves
surviving the most dramatic psychological alterations. Phenomenal continuity seems to provide a more
reliable guide to our persistence than any form of continuity. The Phenomenal Self is a full-scale defence and
elaboration of this premise.

The first task is arriving at an adequate understanding of phenomenal unity and continuity. This achieved,
Dainton turns to the most pressing problem facing any experience-based approach: losses of consciousness.
How can we survive them? He shows how the problem can be solved in a satisfactory manner by construing
ourselves as systems of experiential capacities. He then moves on to explore a range of further issues. How
simple can a self be? How are we related to our bodies? Is our persistence an all-or-nothing affair? Do our
minds consist of parts which could enjoy an independent existence? Is it metaphysically intelligible to
construe ourselves as systems of capacities? The book concludes with a novel treatment of fission and
fusion.
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From reader reviews:

Darrell Fowler:

The book The Phenomenal Self can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Phenomenal Self? Several of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book The Phenomenal Self has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Elnora Perry:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Phenomenal Self book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Phenomenal Self
content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking The Phenomenal Self is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Kathryn Granger:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Phenomenal Self your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The
The Phenomenal Self giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Debra Brunette:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Phenomenal Self. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.
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