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Who was the man behind the pseudonym "Utamaro"? We know that he was one of the greatest artists of
eighteenth-century Japan, and that he was a master portraitist of women in the woodblock-print tradition
known as ukiyo-e. But as for the man himself, we know almost nothing. The little there is-gleaned from
contemporary books, miscellaneous writings, temple registers-is brought together in this book to present as
clear a picture of Utamaro's life as modem researchers are capable of. Utamaro is placed in his cultural
setting-the pleasure-loving urban culture of eighteenth-century Tokyo, the shogun's capital and the de facto
center of Japan

Utamaro's world was that of teahouse girls and courtesans whose fame and popularity can only be compared,
in modern terms, to those of a movie actress whose name is on every man's lips. His was a world of popular
literature and art, of publishers competing for the work of the most talked-about writers and artists. This
world, however, was under the constant scrutiny of the authorities, and near the end of his career, Utamaro
fell afoul of the government's proscription of certain subject matter, and he was sentenced to three days in
prison and fifty days in hand chains.

But Utamaro's life is only one theme of this book. The other is the development of his art, the perfection of
his depictions of women that enabled him to capture subtle moods and differences of character. The prints of
women produced by the ukiyo-e artists preceding Utamaro showed expressionless beauties of little
individuality. It was against this that Utamaro rebelled, creating such prints as that of the kashi, one of the
lowest ranking of courtesans-in fact, a mere prostitute. Recognizing within himself the power to see and
depict the individual behind the outward appearance, Utamaro added to some of his prints the notation
"Studies in Physiognomic Judgment of Character by Utamaro." Modem opinion tends to agree with
Utamaro's assessment of himself, and his reputation as an artist of the inner woman has firmly established
him in the top ranks of the ukiyo-e world.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Coleman:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Utamaro: Portraits from the Floating World.

Lori Barnes:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Utamaro: Portraits from the Floating
World book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Hilton Rogers:

Utamaro: Portraits from the Floating World can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort
to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Utamaro: Portraits from the Floating World
nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage
of crucial imagining.

Willie Briggs:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Utamaro: Portraits from the Floating
World can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Utamaro: Portraits from the Floating World.
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